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INCLUDES FULL TOURS OF THE DOLOMITES, TUSCANY, SARDINIA AND ALL ITALY
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REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE TRI A

Based on; Tiger 800 XCx @ 5.000 miles [ar annum, PERSIMAL CONTRACT PURTHASE

On the 36 Monthily Fimal Deposit/Part  Total Amount Total Amount Agresment Purchase Interest Rate Representative
Road Price Repayments  Repayment Exchange of Credit Payable Duration Fea' |Fixed) APR

Included
£9.,999.00 £109.00 £5,768.00 £2.283.75 £1.715.25 £11.975.75 37 Months £10.00 9.44% 9.9% APR within Final
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THE NEW TIGER XCx HAS ARRIVED.

A class-leading. category-defining machine that takes the new Tiger 800 range firmly to the head of
the adventure class, It features a host of new rider-focussed technology. including switchable riding
modes, ABS, cruise control and ride-by-wire throttle to create the ultimate tool for adventure. The
Tiger XCx can take you further than ever. with an increased range of up to 90km more per tank
thanks to the significantly improved fuel efficiency of the 95PS BOOcc triple engine. Can you handle it?
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SUBSCRIBE TO RiDE

Get RIDE delivered direct to your home, iPad or iPhone
and enjoy a unique mix of product tests, used bike
buying advice, how-to guides, new bikes, big trips,
events, riding technigue and workshop wisdom. We
are here to help you get the most out of your bike.

THE RiDE GUIDE TO ITALY EXIB

Welcome

WELCOME TO THE RIDE
Guide to Italy — 60 pages
packed with astonishing
routes in Europe's most
motorcycle-friendly country.,
Italy is a fantastic place for a riding holiday,
with spectacular mountains, golden
beaches, rolling hills and fascinating towns.

When it comes to sights to see, thisis a
country loaded with herltage — from the
Romans to the Renaissance, history has
enriched the landscape of Italy like no other
country in Europe. Better still, that
landscape — maostly hilly, largely rural — is
criss-crossed by some utterly amazing
roads. True, the surface quality is variable,
but that's where this guide comes in, helping
you avoid the rough roads and find the best
ones —and the best roads in ltaly make a
good case for being the best roadsin
Europe, The riding there really is that good,

But | don't need to tell you that: just
download our routes for your sat-nav and
you can see for yourself. Enjoy the RIDE
Guide to Italy — and enjoy discovering its
amagzing roads.

RIDE Guide to Italy editor
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Welcometo ltaly —aland blessed ~WHAT'SSO SPECIAL ABOUT
THE RIDING IN ITALY?

with spectacular scenery, fabulous Italy has everything you could wish for in a
fﬂDd and mmd—bluwmg ro Eld g |n touring destination — whether you want

i = golden sandy beaches, towering mountains,
other Wﬂl’ds, It 5 tOUflﬂg hEEUEﬂ gently rolling hills or intriguing cities crammed
with history. The summers are warm and
generally extremely sunny, the people are
friendly and the food... Let's just say that you
won't eat badly on a trip to Italy.

What we particularly like about the count ry
is that each region is slightly different ta its
neighbours. The landscape, the food, the place
names, the roads — everything changes as
youmove around Italy. From the Germanic
northern provinces to the laid-back south, it's
a country packed with character. This makes
it a hugely rewarding destination.
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It's also well set-up to receive maotorcycle
tourlsts. It's a massively bike-friendly count ry
and, as Europe's third-largest economy, has
excellent facilities. Hotels, cafes and ga rages
are plentiful. It's easy to tour in comfort, even
in the wildest corners of the country.

S0 WHERE SHOULD I GO?
It does depend on what kind of riding you
want. Mountain-lovers are spoilt for choice,
with sublime passes to ride in the Dolomites,
the Aosta Valley and around the Italian Lakes
in the north, as well as in the high Alps and
Piedmont in the north-west, not to mention
the Apennine range that extends south down
the spine of the country,

The roliing hills of Tuscany, Umbria and
Emilia-Rormagna are criss-crossed by mazes

of serpentine roads, fragrant with fields of
lavender, vineyards and citrus groves. They
have high enough hills to offer passes of their
own, usually topped by ancient walled towns,
while the plains hold historic cities, And for
race fans there are the modern attractions of
the Monza, Mugello, Imola and Misano tracks.

The further south you head, the higher the
average temperature gets and the closer
Italy’s history rises ta the surface. It's not Just
the Colosseum in Rome and Pompeil outside
Naples — there are monuments everywhere
and the countryside Is far quieter than the
bustling north or the teeming cities.

If you want a bit of seaside sunshine on your
riding holiday, with the option of ada v lazing
on a beach, Italy's the ultimate destination.
From the Italian Riviera to the Adriatic coast,
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or the broad bays of Puglia and Campania and
the amazing islands of Sardinia and Sicily,
there are miles and miles of amazing rides
Deside the glistening blue Mediterranean.

To help you pick precisely where to g0, Just
flick through this magazine. We've picked
base towns all across Italy, with a number of
daytrip loops radiating out from each one. We
also have five short reglonal tours that will fit
with a week off work— as well two complete
tours of Italy if you take a two-week halida y.

WHEN IS THE BEST TIME TO GO?
September s perfect: much of Italy takes its
summer holidays in August, so prices rise,
notels get full and roads get busy. Also, high
summer can be scorchingly, almost
oppressively hot in the middle of the day.

Now with Hands-Free Calling
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] THE RiDE GUIDE TO ITALY

Italian roads come in all conditions:
from spectacular stretches of race
track-smooth tarmac to cracked,
rippled, rutted, pot-holed or gravel-
strewn horrors. Sometimes, all;n the
space of one corner...

Road quality turned out to be the
major challenge when planning our
routes: we've aimed to avoid the
worst-maintained roads and keep to
the better ones. However, the reality
is that most of the roads in Italy are of
good British B-road quality. Plenty
- are considerably better... but others
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By September, temperatures are merely
deliciously warm and the roads are quieter.
It's the ideal time to vislt [taly.

DOI AN INTERNATIONAL
DRIVING LICENCE?

Mo. Your standard British driving licence is

all you need, because we're all part of the
European Union. Remember, changes to UK
licencing laws have done away with the paper
counterpart as of June 8, 2015 — so you only
need to take the plastic ID card (in fact, you
should have destroyed the paper bit).

WHAT ABOUT INSURANCE?

Most motorcycle policies nowadays will cover
you for riding in Europe for a number of days
— on some It's 14 days, on others 30. All will
reguire you to notify the insurer of the dates
when you will be in Europe. You can check
your policy documents or simply pick up the
phone and check with your insurer when you
call to notify them that you plan to go abroad.
if you need any extra days' cover for alonger
trip. or if your policy doesn't cover you toride
in Italy as standard, your insurer will probably
be able to provide that for you — in return for a
small supplementary fee. The mostimportant
thing Is that you don't set off without talking
to your insurer first.

‘RIDING BIKES IN
EUROPEIS EASY.
JUST TAKE CARE
SETTING OFF’

WHAT ABOUT TRAVEL
INSURANCE?
We do strongly recommend taking out a travel
insurance policy that includes medical cover
with repatriation. Don't rely on travel
insurance that comes free with credit cards:
check its terms, as it may not cover you for
matorcycle trips. If you are covered, great —
but if not, you will have to shop around to find
a policy that will cover you for riding big bikes
(many cover only 125s). This is where a high
street insurance broker might save you a lot
of time, If not money — but better to get the
right policy than buy the wrong thing online.
As a citizen of a European Union member
state, you should be able to get medical
treatment in Italy, as long as you have a valid
European Health Insurance Card (EHIC — the
E11 card — free from www.ehic.org.uk),
However, if you get seriously il or have an
accident then you really want to be

What are the roads like?

are a fair bit rougher. It's important
to keep an eye on the surface and
adjust your riding accordingly,
accepting that even the best route
might involve a mile or twoon a
rough road.

What we would flag up is that the
roads do get extremely slippery if
you're unlucky enough to be caught
in the rain. Great careneeds to be
taken in the wet, not just because
there's less grip but also hecause
water can sit on roads that lack
camber, concealing potholes.
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repatriated to the UK for treatment, and for
that you need medical or travel insurance.
As with all insurance, you don't want to need
it — but it's best to have it just in case.

AND BREAKDOWN INSURANCE?
The same thing applies. You hope you won't
need it, but if your bike does pack up or you
have a crash in Italy, then having breakdown
insurance could save your holiday. Again, you
need to get a policy that includes provision to
repatriate both you and the bike to the UK. If
your bike can't be fixed over there, you don't
want to have to pay for shipping it back to
Britain out of your own pocket.

WHAT DOCUMENTS DO I NEED

TO TAKE WITH ME?

You don't need to have the original logbook
(V5) document in Italy, but we'd recommend it
— you'll definitely need a copy. You also need
your insurance certificate, your driving licence,

| your passport and EHIC (the E111card). You

should also have copies of your travel and
breakdown insurance policies: no point having
thern if you can't remember who to call if you
need them... We recommend taking colour
photocopies of your licence, V5 and insurance
certificate. If the police want them, for some
reason, they can keep one of the coples.
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WHAT ABOUT MONEY? WILL MY
CREDIT CARDS WORKIN ITALY?
We've only ever had trouble paying with
plastic once (in an unmanned Agip petrol
station), though smaller restaurants, cafes
and shops often require a minimum spend. |
very occasionally, you'll find a smaller cafe
that doesn't take credit cards, but they're
increasingly rare in ltaly. Even so, we always
carry cash as well, just to be on the safe side,

HOW MUCH MONEY WILL I NEED?
italy isn't eye-wateringly expensive, but it's
not a cheap destination like Spain. As a rough
guide, we found our money went slightly
further in ltaly than it did in France, Germany
or Britain when touring in 2074. Petrol prices
are more or less the same as in the UK, but
food and drink are usually slightly cheaper.

Watch your speed
Generally, we've seen fewer police
patrols or checkpoints/speed traps in
Italy than in France or Spainin the past
few years. What we have seeninstead
Is a steadily increasing number of speed
cameras; nearly to British levels in some
areas, especially in the north, though
they are mostly in towns or villages.
The police do still use speed guns.
They canimpose on-the-spot fines and
also impound bikes if the offenceis
serious enough (or if you can't pay the
fine on the spot). While it's illegal in Italy
— as inmost of Europe — to use aradar

Cameras are eas’

Prices do vary from region to region,
though = particularly accommodation
prices, which can fluctuate wildly. They
also vary according to when you want to
g0 and when you book. We found that
seaside towns were more expensive than
inland destinations — even those in popular
biking /holiday areas like the Dolomites.
Shopping around and pre-booking hotels is
definitely the best way to get a good price.
Beware posh hotels with cheap rooms: they
often have expensive restaurants... Walking to
a town-square eatery is usually better value.

I'VE NEVER RIDDEN ON THE

RIGHT... SHOULD I BE WORRIED?

No — there’'s nothing to worry about. Riding THIS DOCUMEN
bikes in Eurape is easy. Just take a little extra i S0OWS Who |8 respo

care when setting off, especially turning out

b war il Wihicie
Lol Aty

detector to warn you of speed cameras,
it's fine to use sat-navs that have
camera locations marked.

One curious law: you're not allowed to
accelerate while overtaking. In the UK,
advanced-riding instructors suggest
it's best to use speed to overtake
quickly and safely, thenreturn to your
normal riding speed. In Italy, that's
deemed rude/aggressive and we're told
it's actually illegal. You'll see Italian riders
going slowly by cars, then
accelerating hard once
they're past.

Italien
WHAT ABOUT Nord
TRAFFIC LIGHTS?
You'd be forgiven for

thinking that trafficlights L.
are optional in some LanderKarte

citles, but there are
W

rules, The standard
red-amber-green
rules apply but
sometimes you'll
see a flashing
amber light: that
means slow down
and proceed ifit's
safe, observing the _ -
right-of-way at that junction, B S
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Winding Roads
Find the most excitiing winding
roads and avoid the boring straights.

th- rain Orisregister mit Postheitzablen

Sehenrwirdigheiten - Natur. umsd Matlanalparks
landschattlich schana Streckan

Hilly Roads Round-trip Planning
Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply
climb the highest peaks. @ tapping the area you want to explore.



How do I prepare my
bike for the trip?

As long as your bike's road-legal
and mechanically sound, with a
fresh set of tyres, all youneed to
dois add luggage and get going. If
it s not mechanically sound, fix it!
And [it a fresh set of tyres.

We stress the importance of
fitting new tyres because Italy is
along way away: setting out with
a well-worn or even half-worn set
of tyres is asking for trouble. Apart
from the safety aspect of riding a
tyre until it's worn right down,
replacing a tyre in the middle of
your tour wastes time and money.
It might not ruin your haoliday, but
it will ruin at least one day of it.

Start the trip with a fresh set of
sports touring tyres. If youhave
an adventure bike and want to
look for unpaved roads in the Alps,
you may need a dual sport tyre
- but if the plan is to ride only on
tarmac, we'd fit sports touring
tyres to an adventure bike, too.

of that first junction of the day. The other
time to watch yourself is after filling up,

the petrol station: don’t pull out and ride on

onto them in the correct lane and bigger ones
have chevrons telling you which way to turn.

Our top tip might sound stupid; just say, "'Ride
on the right to yourself before selecting first

like riding at home, except you check over
your left should before pulling out to overtake.

ARE THERE TOLL ROADS?

Most Italian motorways have a toll. You can
usually pay for these with a credit card — but if
you're travelling in a group, the lead rider can't
pay for everyone as each card can be used
only once at each pay station. If you want the
leader to pay, you need a manned booth... but
there are very few of those on Italian
motorways, though all pay booths take cash.

DO INEED A GB STICKER?

Yes. If you don't have a European-spec licence
plate with the 'GB'in a blue panel on the side,
then you must put a GB sticker on the bike, so
it's clearly visible from behind.

WHAT ABOUT THE LOCAL
ITALIAN DRIVERS?
Ah. Well. Yes. About them... Unfortunately,
after riding thousands of miles all over the EU,
we have conduded that the Itallans are the
worst drivers in Europe. The majority are
il-disciplined, aggressive, recklessly fast and
glven to tailgating — apart from the 10 per
cent who creep along at 15mphin ancient Flat
Pandas or three-wheeled Plaggio Apes.
Driving standards seem to be worst in cities
and around the Itallan Lakes — and on Sicily
and Sardinia (island driving always seems to

THE ALL NEW

especially if you had to cross the road to get to

the left. Roundabouts are easy as you're fed f -

gear. Otherwise, it's straightforward — exactly

iy g

be a bit special). But that's why our routes
avoid blg cities and stick to quieter roads. And
that's the blessing: generally, when you're
outside the cities, the roads are usually really
quiet. Basically, if you can avoid riding across
Maples inrush hour you'll be fine.

DO INEED TO TAKE TOOLS?

You shouldn't need loads of tools or spares If
you're riding a well-prepped modern bike. If
you're planning to tour on a classic, you'l
probably already know what you need..,

If there's space in a pannier or (better)
under the seat, take a puncture repair kit, a
multitool, half-a-dozen cable ties and some
gaffer tape, just in case. But we wouldn't leave
clothes out just to squeeze this stuff in: Sod's
Law says the surest way ta ensure you don't
need them is to pack them, after all...

WHAT ABOUT SECURITY?

Definitely take a disc lock. If you can fit a chain
somewhere, so you can lock the back wheel
to alamppost (or something similar) with a
disc lock on the front wheel, even better. If
travelling in a group, not everyone needs a
chain but it is best if you can chain the bikes
together. But your main security is being
canny about where you leave the bike. We
would always aim to stay in places that have
secure parking, ideally avoiding city centres.

WHAT SHOULD I PACK?

If you're cunning about it, you can get away
with packing far less than you think. We swear
by lightweight baselayers that can be rinsed
at the end of the day: they help regulate your
temperature, keeping you cool when its hot
and warm if it gets cool; and arinse keeps
them fresh. Wearing those on the bike means
you can save a shirt to do a couple of
evenings, not just one. Don't pack huge
walking boots — baseball boots or even
flip-flops take up a fraction of the space.

If you're staying in hotels, you should be able
to take a minimal washkit as theyll have all the
soap and shampoo you need.You shouldn't
need a towel, unless you're also packing your
swirnming trunks. Don't forget your phone
charger. Or a European plug adaptor — if you'll
need to charge lots of things, take one plug
adaptor and a short four-gang extension lead.
And don't forget your sunglasses...
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RIDE YOUR WAY

-

From the freedom of cruising the open road, to the thrill of leaning into the tightest curve on
the highest peak, now you can create your own perfect adventure.
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For more detailed product information please email infol@tranam.co.uk
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Getting to Italy

Riding to Italy isn't like nipping out for a weekend breakfast run — so what's -
the best way to get there? Here's how to make your tour transit painless a
OME PEOPLE MIGHT sce the distance mid-afternoon. The catch is that you don't have the bike
between the UK and Italy as a problem. At for a week after dropping it off, while it's on the transporter.
the risk of sounding like a management The other option is the newly launched Bike Shuttle that
consultant... it's not a problem, it's an runs overnight once a week between the Silverstone and
oppartunity. It means getting there can be Geneva (www.bikeshuttle.co.uk). Ride down, put your bike
as much of a part of the tour as the riding and kit on the purpose-built transporter, then jumpon a el
you do there — because sitting on motorway all day Is not plane, Stay the night in Geneva then collect your bike first -
the only way to get to Italy. thing in the morning and ride to Italy. It's a doddle. '
How you choose to get there will depend on where you're
coming from as much as where you're going to. Those RIDING OUT
taking a ferry to Rotterdam or the Hook of Holland have a If you don't have time to plan your own routes, we've
real choice — between heading across German or France, plotted routes to three of our destination towns: Aosta;
Otherwise, it's best to cross France from Calais or one of Borgo San Dalmazzo; and Vipiteno. These also the starting
the other Channel ports. We'd favour Calais, though the points for three of our tours. We've set routes to run from
ride across France from Caenis good If you have time. Calals and Rotterdam, with a Caen route to Borgo San KEY
That's if youride the bike all the way to Italy, of course, Dalmazzo. For some routes we have both entirely toll-free
For years, canny riders have been going to Holland and options and faster alternatives that include some tactical s
putting bikes on overnight trains, getting off in italy in time stretches of motorway to cover a bit of ground. Note that ol
for lunch the following day. The Dutch service stopped in going to Vipiteno, that means buying an Austrian f=t=s = ey
the spring of 2015... but a new service from Dusseldorf to motorway vignette at a petrol station close to the border., PLANE
Verona was launched just days later.
There are two other left-field ways to get out e ——

there — in both cases sending the bike ahead
while you take a plane. First is to use FlyBikeFly
to ship your bike to Nice (www.flybikefly.com)
then take a budget-airline flight out to collect it.
You can easily leave your house in the morning
and be riding on the Ligurian Riviera by

Shipping your bike

We shipped our bikes to the south of
France with FlyBikeFly. We took them to
alocal depot on a Wednesday, strapping
thern onto crates. It's easy to do, but
takes a little time. The bikes arrived in
Carros the following Wednesday:.

It's worth pre-booking a car from Nice
airport to the FlyBikeFly depot in Carros:
airport cabs are much more expensive.
Unloading the bikes and getting ready
toride is a simple process, but allow an
hour, By 4pm on the day we set out, we
were riding across the border into Italy.
M Prices to Nice range from £445 one
way to £795 return (from Glasgow),
FlyBikeFly now offer a home pick-up
service, for an additional £90. See
www. flybikefly.com the South of France
and ride into Italy

RIDE YOUR WAY
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To Aosta..
Jfrom Calais
LJFrom Rotterdam

To Borgo San
Dalmazzo..
From Caen
FromCalais
From Rotterdam

To Vipiteno..
«from Calais
-+rrom Rotterdam

Training wheels

We returned from Italy on the now-
defunct Dutch Autoslaap service from
Livorno to Den Bosch. A service ran
between between Verona and
Dusseldorf this summer and should run
again next year - but was unconfirmed
at the time of going to press.

It's very easy. Arrive at the station in
plenty of time and check in. Ride the bike
onto the transporter, park the bike in
gear, then wait until one of the train staff
comes and straps it securely into place.
Then get into the sleeper cars and get
out of your riding kit.

What do we wish we'd known? The
basic three-berth sleeper on the Dutch
train didn't have a shower. Food and
drink on board were good, if a little

expensive. Next afternoon, we got off
the train in Holland, rode to the
Eurotunnel and headed home. From
Livorno at 1pm on a Friday, we were
home by 9pm on the Saturday night.

B A one-way trip in 2015 cost £155 for
the bike, plus your transport - from £99
in a shared cabin to a maximum of £490
for a five-bed cabin. For information, see
www.railsavers.com

Now with Hands-Free Calling




BIKers...

Cut the cost of y
Car Insurance!

Get cheaper car
iInsurance, because
we know YOU make
safer drivers:
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You can only get this offer by calling!

Kl /insidebikes [ @insidebikes

LK apening hours: Mon—Fri 8am~-8prm, 5at 9am=-5pm, Sun 10am—4pm.

1 Terms and Conditions apply, minimum premium and sge restrictions apply. Call for detalls or visit www.carolenash.comforbikersonly-terms-and-conditions
2 Sowrce: The survey was conducted by Mortar = sample size 3,000, the research was conducted across Sent and Oct 2014,

Carode Mash Insurance Consultants Ltd s authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243,

Larole MNash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no, 2600841,
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roads like the SP582 —
and our routes use the
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T'SBAKING HOT. A sparfimne blue sea shimmers beside the
‘foadandthere's not a cloud in the sky. But it's the heat on my
whack that I'm relishing most. Yesterday Weeble and | left a
fogEy. diizzly England, flying to Nice to collect our bikes. Now
we're Fiding in the'parfect 27 heat of Liguriaéndit's as sweet
andaddictive assherbet. 1 can Lget enoughof it. I'm fizzing
with j:IIEiﬁmﬂ' torn between the desire tu slow down to savour it and
'thF.* néed to speed up t&g&nerate mﬂrEﬂf a breeze to,cool down again..

o Luckily, whgfrwe turn inland at Albegna, we're o the hind of road.
where Speedlng up and slowing down is not a problem. Iniact holding,
one constant speed is practically impossible. The SP582 twists and -
turns like a garden hose dropped from a plane — looping over hillsidas,
climbing higher and higher in turns as tight as the best bits of the Alps’:
hut without the yawning roadside drops of the high mountains. '
it ﬁ‘lls I8 agreen land, well woogded, the patches of shade from the trees

offering hHEfﬁ-smtE from the heat. The roads are quiet, the villages

quieter. Id hagn wottied about the road surfaces, but most of the ruads
are fine = ﬂma{jaﬂﬁ in ﬂe::ent cﬁhcht@rl OK; one tight, slngll: tr‘u:h:“" %,
d iystretch has seeri better dwg but Lcan foigive that hm:auﬂa the 3

: '.L m:qn ery is so heautlful and the Wwesther spperl'ngt Twning,par_k

s tqwardsthc coastat. B,a naseo, the sat-nay tells e it's 44 rﬂﬂes tﬂ .t-hEh«
F
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tain wilderness? You've come to the right place
""" up the Calle di Sampeyre. This really is adventure-bike territory, as the
road surface degenerates from average to awful to absent. While I'm
nervously threading my way down a short but steep and genuinely
lled : unpaved slope on the Tiger Sport, Weeble's standing comfortably on
t = hlgh hills of the pegs of the Explorer, laughing. 'Someone needs to call the ltalian
10 "t'l'vnlas minister for roads and tell him his pass is broken," he jokes. Progressis

i had-'c ever since, slow, not helped by having to thread our way through a herd of donkeys

ar: Narro bumpy, gravelly...rough. In roaming free among the trees and across the road.

Mﬂiﬂﬁhﬁﬁlﬂﬁ the Tiger Explorer. “| enjoyed that," says Weeble. “It's not the kind of road you'd want to

o8 take a pilllon on, but it's perfect for adventure bikes.”” For me, it sums up
an ﬁtﬁﬁrrﬁbtsrmrﬂhg almga rock ridge high above the valley to what riding a bike is all about: unlocking the kind of wild, beautiful and
“reach a statue of Italian cycling hero Marca Pantani at the top. unusual places you'd never bother visiting in a car. Despite the name,

Just past the 2481m summit we turn left, heading to Marmora to pick the Colle dei Morti makes you glad to be alive — and on two wheels.

THE ALL NEW

TOoMTOM®
RIDER

Tl S14dE G GRS | L e k| rovaln | Far ree bl - |ir bt e LEPIRNIE




FRANCE

{7
I ;:_..-' ;

JUR ROUTES

PIEDMONT ADVENTURE
¥ Start/finish: Borgo

San Dalmazo
» Distance: 200 miles
> Riding time: 65howurs
Suggestedstops
» AM coffee: Sampeyre
¥ Lunch: Col d'Tzoard
> PM coffee; Col de Vars

. gl D
_— S
“n

ALTERNATIVE ROUTES

> Route2: 180 miles;5 hours
Smoother roads, including
Col de Tende, Gorge du Cians
andColdelaLombarde -~

i

> Route 3;190miles, 5.5 hows

Col de la Bonette and Col Agnel

!
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3 Bardonecchia

High in the Alps, this ski resort unlocks
amazing riding in France as well as ltaly

IFIRST CAME to Bardonecchia in 2004, when the town was '
gearing up to host the Turin Winter Olympics, There seemed to
be dust, cranes and half -built hotels everywhere. Returning
now, it's lovely — just a nice-sized Alpine town snoozing through
the summer, happy to see bikers to keep things ticking over
until the skiers return in winter. But thanks to its Olympic
legacy, it has fantastic facilities...

It also has some fantastic roads onits doorstep. Not the
Frejus Tunnel — these are the Alps and there are passes
everywhere. Our route starts with the climb over the tight and
spectacular Col de lEchelle, into France (much more fun than
any tunnel). From France's h ighest city, Briancon, we head along
a stretch of the Route des Grandes Alpes, over the majestic Col
du Galibier and Col du Telegraphe, before returning to ltaly over
the pass my friend Rich described as "the best road |'ve ever
ridden": the Col du Mont Cenis.

For a half-day ride, you could return to Bardonecchia from
Susa after crossing Mont Cenis. But our route has more thrills
in the foothills of Piedmont rather than over high peaks. Not
that there's any shortage of altitude and challenging corners,
especially sweeping past the skiareas of Colle Sestriere. It's a
fantastic ride — a gold-medal candidate for sure.

OUR ROUTES
Suggested stops

Start/finish: Bardonecchia AM coffee: Col du Galibier
Distance: 205 miles Lunch: Col duMont Cenis
Riding time: 6.5 hours PM coffee: Cumiana
Route 2: 200 miles , Ghrs Route 4; 100 miles, 4.5hrs

Includes Col du Mont Cenis, Adventure-hike route with

Col de 1a Croix de Fer and Caol extended stretches of

du Galibier unpaved roads. Not suitable
Route 3: 220 miles , 8hrs for road hikes

Includes Col dellseran

and Col de la Madeleine

Winding Roads Hilly Roads
=nd the most excitiing winding

Round-trip Planning
Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply
roads and avoid the boring straights. climb the highest peaks. @ tapping the area yvou want to explore.




'1: 3 THE RiDE GUIDE TO ITALY

cively updated for the automotive age,

OUR ROUTES

LOVELY LIGURIA Suggested stops

¥ Start/finish: Varazze > AM coffee: Hicca

¥ Distance: 190 miles # Lunch: Acqui Termi
» Riding time: 7 howrs > PM coffee: Martina

ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
2> Route 2: 175 miles, 6 hours Monte Lecco, Finale Ligure
Includes Monte Carmo and and Via Aurelia
Monte Fignona ¥ Houte 4: 230 miles, 8 hours
» Route 3: 180 miles, 6.5 hours Adventure-hike route with
Includes Monte Orditano, narrowet, twistier roads
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The RiDE Tour of...

Piedmont and

Sun, sea, sand, mountain passes... here's
our three-day tour of north-western ltaly

HE JOY OF Piedmont and Liguriais that they're so
accessible — if you can ride to the South of France, you
can ride there, too. Indeed, many riders might choose to
do France's Route Napoleon or the Route des Grandes
Alpes on the way down. Alternatively, you could ship
your bike to Nice and fly out... it's an easy afternoon's
ride from Nice to our tour's start in Borgo San Dalmazzo,

This three-day trip links Borgo San Dalmazzo with Bardonecchia,
Varazze and Imperia so can be easily extended by adding any of our
routes based in those towns. Or you could take three days to reach the
start, ride these three days, then have a leisurely three days to get
home — and it can still be done with just a week off work.

There are two options for the first day's ride: adventure-bike riders
can take the mind-blowing Colle del Morti (see p16), while road-bike . .
riders take the better-surfaced Col de Larche and enjoy the memorable DAY ONE (Adventure bike route in brackets)

road above Lac de Serre-Poncon on the way to Bardonecchia. The From: Borgo San Dalmazzo Suggested stops

second day heads to Varazze on the Ligurian Riviera, with the third day To: Bardonecchia AM coffee: Jausiers (Sampeyre)
leading to Imperia, as the tour links together many of the the best of Distance; 250 miles (230miles)  Lumch: ColdTzoard

the roads from our other trips through Piedmont and Liguria. Riding time: 7 hours PM coffee: Col du Mont Cenis
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DAY THREE
From: Bardonecchia Suggested stops From: Varazze Suggested stops
To: Varazze AM coffee: Savigliano Te: Impetia AM coffee: Dsiglia
Distance: 215 miles Lunch: Ponte di Nava

Winding Roads
Find the most excitiing winding
roads and avoid the boring straights.

|t

Riding time: 7 hours

Hilly Roads
Stay at sea level or
climb the highest peaks.

PM coffee: IVolini di

taking to the skies

B dayoneofthetow B

Round-trip Planning
Discover new routes by simply iR
tapping the area you want to explore. o



i (@@ RIDE YOUR WAY

Tz (ATh §30 80 | Erml bk S rara s ale | Wk s g B TS | FEE Tee SHLE RO B Gl T B TR i d vl bt 8 L e i H




NORTHERN ITALY prk

NCE YOU START (aking an interest in touring,
especially touring in the mountains, it's not long
before you get to hear about the Stelvio. Italy's
highest pass has afearsome reputation: 75 hairpins,
with 48 on its northern slope — 14 crammed tight
into the final, steep two-mile run to the surmmit. It
can be daunting — and for some riders, it's just too much,

“It's a terrible road. Just U-turns,” says Weeble over breakfast, before
we set off. He's ridden it once, in the wet, when he'd had a bike licence
for only three years. And he hated it. Whereas | love the Stelvio. But I'd
been riding for more than 20 years before | finally had a crack at it and
now | can't get enough - this is my third visit of the year...

It's chilly as we start the climb: this is the second highest pass in the
Alps {just 13m lower than France's Caol de I'lseran) and the surrounding
peaks are casting dark shadows on the lower slopes. Up and up we
climb, twisting and turning, making good progress on the well-surfaced
southern slope. It's pretty quiet this early in the morning — sometimes
Stelvio gets busy with cyclists and, espedially, motorcyclists.

There's a bustle of shops at the top, selling snacks and souvenirs to
the steady stream of visitors. Weeble and | both buy stickers, then
head for a coffee at Tibet — the restaurant with the best views - before
tackling the famous 48 hairpins of the north slope.

This side of the pass is easier to ride as a climb than as a descent, but
it's brilliant in both directions. It's technically demanding, stringing so
many tight corners together so they flow, but that's what | love — the
challenge of it, with the most amazing mountain backdrop.

When we get to the bottom, Weeble flips up his helmet. "You know
what? | really enjoyed that. It's actually a pretty good road," he admits.
It's better than that: Stelvio is amazing — as long as you're ready for it.

4 N T el

SWITZERLAND ki =

Route 2: 150 miles, 4 hours

Start/finish: Bormio Includes Albulla Pass, Fluela
Distance: 205 miles Pass and Stelvio
' Riding time: 5.5 hours Route 3: 220 miles, 7 hours
Suggested stops Includes Gavia Pass, Val Rendena
- AM coffee: Resia and Stelvio
Lunch: Fluela Pass Route 4: 240 miles, 8 hours
- PM coffee: lulier Pass Includes Stelvio, Umbrail, San
Marco and Gavia passes

Now with Hands-Free Calling
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OU HAVE TO really want to ride this road. It's a dead
end — and not one that's handy for anywhere you'd
normally tour. The Colle del Nivolet climbs up into the
Gran Paradiso mountains above Turin but while it is a
pass, it's closed to motorised traffic at the top. That
means going out of your way to reach the start... then
after riding to the top, you have to turn round and come back.,

So why would you bother riding it? Well, | got curious because this
was where the final bus scene in The ltalion Job was shot. Plus it looked
amazing on a map, so | really wanted to ride it... Let me tell you, this is
not a road you resent riding up and down again. From the village of
Noasca the road climbs four broad but steep hairpins, enters a long
tunnel and emerges in mountain-riding heaven.

I've ridden some twisty roads, some steep roads, some scenic

ones... but never one that's so steep, so twisty and so scenic. Up and up
it climbs, ever tighter, past first one reservoir, then another. Every time
you glance over your shoulder there's a staggering vista of spiraliing
tarmac. Just don't look over the sides of the road unless you have a
good head for helghts. But because It's a dead-end road, it's deserted.
As with so many ltalian passes, there's a refuge at the summit - this
one's a walk from the road. ldeal for a quick coffee before heading back.
The road is different on the descent - if anything, it's even more
invalving, the views even more breathtaking. Never mind riding it twice,
| could ride It agaln and again, all day long. | had to wait a long time toride
Colle del Nivolet, but it was worth it — and | can't walt to ride it again.
Every other destination we feature in this magazine has multiple
routes — but here there's only one, which should tell you how good this
road is. If you need a new mountain destination, I've got a great idea...

THE ALL NEW
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7  Aosta

In the shadow of Europe’s tallest mountain
are roads that will be the highlight of any tour

IF YOU COULD ride across the Colle del Nivolet (left) you'd end
upin the Aosta valley. It's a fantastic place, snuggled down
between the high peaks with France on one side, Switzerland
on the other and Monte Bianco — aka Mont Blanc — sitting
proudly at the end of the valley, like the head of the family
presiding over alunch table.

What delights get served up here — especially when you take
the passes into the neighbouring countries. Our main route is
the dlassic 5t Bernard loop over the — to give them their Italian
names — Gran San Bernardino and Plccolo San Bernardino
passes (coincidentally the locations for the opening scenes of
The Italian Job).

This is one of the
must-ride routes in the
Alps. As well as the Grand
and Petit 5t Bernard
passes, it includes France's
Cormet Roselend and Col
des Montets, as well as
Switzerland's Col de la
Forclaz, Sublime roads,
amazing views...it'sa

popular route. Start/finish: [ a Thuile

Our alternative routeis Distance: 200 miles
quite different. The views Riding time: 5 hours
and corners areevery bitas  Suggested stops
spectacular, butit’'s a AM coffee:Lac de Roselend
‘spider’ route, extending Lunch: Chamonix
legs to the quieter corners PM: Col dela Grand
of the Aosta valley, using Saint Bernard
minor roads that only
dedicated Alpinists
normally explore. This isn't Route 2: 195 miles, 7 howrs
so much off-the-beaten- Minor roads high into the
track as stalking through Gran Paradiso, suitable for
the bushes beside It... adventure-bikes

Start/finish: Cuorgne AM coffee: Colle del Nivolet
Distance: 175 miles Lunch: Aquila Blanca
Riding time: 7 hours PM coffee: Groscavallo

Winding Roads

Hilly Roads Round-trip Planning
=ind the most excitiing winding Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply
roads and avoid the boring straights. climb the highest peaks. @' tapping the area you want to explore.
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e quietest and most t:harmlng of the|
2 towns is surrounded by amazing roads

1

HERE'S A STILLNESS in the early morning. There are
joggers on the path along the shore, even one brave
swimmer taking an early dip in the lake, but the
overwhelming sense is one of peace and calm. Ducks
drowse, standing one-legged, on the slip at the harbour,
the cool waters of Lake Garda lapping at their feet. It
almost feels a shame to fire up a motorcycle and shatter the peace.
Almost.. but it is worth getting the bike started. The roads around
Garda are never quiet — but they're not Deathrace 2000 busy, like the
roads around Lake Como. You have time to admire the spectacular
views, without worrying that every other vehicle is trying to kill you,
Our route heads out along the west bank of Lake Garda, before
climbing into the mountains — but not on demanding, narrow, bumpy
roads. This route strings together broad, flowing, smooth roads that
deliver epic views with relaxed riding. And that's the appeal of Riva del
Garda: It's a soothing, calming place to be, Our pick of the Italian Lakes.

OUR ROUTES
Suggested stops
Start/finish: Riva del Garda AM coffee: Anfo
Distance: 200 miles Lunch: Ponte di Legno
Riding time: 6.5 hours PM coffee: Spiazzo

Route 2: 180 miles, 6 hours Monte Baldo and the east bank
Includes the east bank of Lake of Lake Garda

Garda and Monte Baldo Route 4: 170 miles, 6 hours
Route 3: 180 miles, 6.5 hours Includes more challenging roads,
Includes Monte Bondone, suitable for adventure-hbikes
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NEW improved comfort
“*Lined with a softer,
- cooler and more
breathable K-tech lining.

. NEW extra protection
: K=tech lining now
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Jean, back and front
from the waistband
down to the shins.
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Galicia, Ribeira Sacra Region
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Biker friendly accommodation,
good access & covered parking

For more information contact Penelope on
+34 677 120 321

email: penelope@galiciaholidayrentals.com
www.galiciaholidayrentals.com

THE FULLY LINED MOTORCYCLE
SJEANS SPECILALIST.
Our UK Factory supplies the
Armed forces, Fire service,
Police force and Speclial forces.

“ For me these are spot on Soft and comfortable
but reassuringly thick throughout ™
Calin Owverland - Ride Magazine
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- Athree-day trip ffomsige highest peak to the highest pass, past th

-

HIS THREE-DAY TOUR takes in some of the most
astonishing high-mountain riding in Europe — as well as
the elegant sophistication of the Italian Lakes. Our
starting point of Aosta Is easily reached from the UK in
a comfortable two-day ride from Calais (see p10) or
even one long motorway day if you're short of time...
but it's meant to be a holiday — take two days and enjoy the ride.

From Aosta, the first day heads over the Gran 5an Bernardino Pass
into Switzerland. Those prepared to buy a Swiss motorway vignette at
the border can save about an hour on the day's ride, but we've plotted
both motorway and non-motorway routes to the Simplon Pass. This
leads to Lake Lugano and we hug the shore to return to Italy, heading
for an overnight stop in Menaggio on the shores of Lake Como.

The second day starts with a ride around Lake Como to the
milllonaires’ playground of Bellagio. Our route includes part of the
course of the old Bellagio hillclimb road race on the way to Lecco, where
we hiead into the hills. Through the quiet roads of Val Tallegio and over

the unspoilt San Marco Pass, the route leads to Bormio. DAY ONE
The final day starts with the mighty Stelvio pass, before sweeping From: La Thuile Suggested stops
into the Dalomites, passing through Cavalese and crossing Fasso To: Menaggio AM coffee: Grand
Manghen to reach Riva del Garda. If you want to spend more time in Distance: 240 miles 5t Bernard pass
ltaly, the tour can be easily extended by adding our day trips around Riding time: 7.5 hrs (6.5 hrs Lunch: Simplon pass
Aosta, Bormio or Riva, with Swiss motorway vignette) ~ PM coffee: San Bartolomeo
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DAY TWO DAY THREE
From: Menaggio Suggested stops From: Bormio Suggested stops
To: Bormio AM coffee: Ecllagio To: Riva del Garda AM coffee: Stelvio
Distance: 220 miles Lunch: Vedeseta or San Marco Distance: 215 miles Lunch: Fondo
Riding time: 5 hours PM coffee: Passo Gavia Riding time: 5.5 hours PM coffee: Molina

Now with Hands-Free Calling
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P Cortina d’ Ampezzo

Welcome to the Dolomites — towering peaks, amazing roads and a coffee stop
waiting whenever you want it. In other words, bike-touring perfection

HE THING WITH the Dolomites is that you're never
alone. They're busy. Not busy like the Italian Lakes, but
- there is traffic. Usually you can hop past in a corner or
- two, but the main passes do see plenty of tourists —in
~°  cars and camper vans, as well as on two wheels
= (whether in lycra or in leathers).
pesn't matter, These roads aren't busy as in "my ride was
hetraffic”. This is busy as in, “a couple of sweet overtakes
d iy ride”. Busy as in, “about 30 bikers waved to me as they
; ;:., .:iuwnhill while | was clim t:uing the pass". Busy asin, "“this
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The big attraction of the Dolomites is what I've come to think of as
The Magic Circle — a loop of four passes between Canazei and Corvara
in Badia - the Sella, Gardena, Campolongoe and Pordol. Passo Pordoiis
the highest pass in the Dolomites, but the most scenic and the best to
ride is... well, possibly whichever one you're on at the time.

The thing is, those are only four of the dozens of passes around here.
One route can't take them allin — so we have four, so we don’t miss the
magical Passo di Giau and Falzarego, the flowing Valparola, the smooth
Fedaia in the shadow of the Marmeolada. the highest peak in the
Dolomites. Or the sublime Passo Tre Croci and della Erbe. Or the
Costalunga, with the amazingly blue waters of Karersee. And still
there are more... How long did you say you had to ride down here?
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S Don't miss the
Karersee — or

EDRT'IHH.'S MAGIC CIRCLE

> Start/finish: Cortina
d'Ampezzo or Passo Pordoi

» Distance: 150 1miles 2 Lunch: Passo Cibiana

> lﬂd:ln;tlnll; 5.5 hours }Pllm!fee.. Spga Digon

T  Passo Sella: one of
& _ the candidates for the | . !
% E&”'M“"‘ title of “most beautiful” =
. pass.Witheveryother
-p.lllllhthlnﬂ-lﬂﬂitﬂi_ Iz

3 1:-.%:"':'-‘ .0 ‘..-17.. --l'

Winding Roads Hilly Roads Round-trip Planning A
Find the most excitiing winding Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply f.'.:jg-_""*j::-_._, 2%
roads and avoid the boring straights. climb the highest peaks. '@ tapping the area you want to explore. = = |
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There's more to the Dolomites than thE
famous roads in the north. Much more..

VERY DAY, IT seems, Weeble has a new favourite
road. Today it's the wide and immaculately surfaced
one that climbs through the skiresoft calledPasso
Rolle, to our lunch stop at the summit. Oue delayed
lunch stop at the summit.
“But no, this one really is the best view ' insists
Weeble, as we stop to take yet another picture. "l mean, jast logk at
it. It's beautiful. And the céiners are great. And the surfaceis really
good. And thpr‘ra'- no-onéhere. That's the best bit -1 -:arn't befieve
how quietitis. -
it's true: this 15 an e -ace;;-tmnatiy guiet mdcl forthe Drlr_;rﬂltp"
: -EﬁEuaHy as It's relatively well=kntwn and is fabulous to ride. It's
- not as high asthe big-name passes like Sella and Gaw and Pordoi
Further nerth, but it’s every bit asinvolving ard the granite peaks
- rising inthe background arg :.tiIE spectacular. '
it's alsoa and long pass - cramming every kind of corner into
-the 25-odd miles between Predazzoand Tonadito: That means we
Htf.*eﬁ stopping to take pictires, asthe.growls in my stomach grow
“jouder, But it's worth it; it{s beautiful,
=twefind that's the joy of this southern
—regien of the Dolomitgsbrilliant roads -
i:hal: are asscenic as theid mage far‘nﬁnm
< Worth ern heighbours, but with Jess taffic.
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Aride around...

11 Vipiteno

From Italy into Austria, there's a host of
brilliant riding on the North ltalian border

NOTHING SUMS UP this
corner of the Alps better than
the hotel: is it Der Schwarzer
Adler or is it La Aquila Nera?
Well, it's both... While we
might call it The Black Eagle,
the locals are busy hopping
back and forth between
German and Itallan. You see, Vipiteno — or Sterzing asit’'s also
called — is part of the land that ltaly won from Austria in the First
World War. That's good for us, because that means great Italian
coffee, served with Teutonic efficiency...

Starting from Vipiteno means we can ride some of the best
roads not only inltaly but also in neighbouring Austria. None is
more famous than the Timmelsjoch — or Passo Rombo, to use
its Italian name. There is a toll on the Austrian side, but it's worth
it for the Immaculate tarmac and the fact that they don't let
lorries or caravans through the toll booths...

Is it the best road on the route? Maybe, though the run down
the valley from Landeck in Austria to Martina in Switzerland
and the short, twisty climb to Nauders are awesome. And as for
final run back Into Vipiteno over the Penserjoch, or Passo
Pennes...it's an outstanding ride — in any language.

i

OUR ROUTES
Suggested stops
Start/finish: Vipiteno/ AM coffee: Timmelsjoch
Sterzing Lunch: Arzlim Pitztal
Distance: 230 miles PM coffee: Resia
Riding time: 5 hours
Route 2: 260 miles, 7 hours

Includes Gerlos Pass and Grossglockner Alpenstrasse
(both tolls)

Route 3: 240 miles, 6.5 hours
Includes Monte Croce Carnico and Monte Zoncolan

Now with Hands-Free Calling




The foothills of the Dolomites are full of suf‘pri'aes_- =
and the biggest shock is how quiet the roads are

ANIAGO'S AN UNEXPECTED delight — an
unspoilt old town at the foot of the mountains,
with the best pizzas of the whole trip. We're only
here because it was a convenlent place to stop
and the nearby roads looked good on the map.
Within a dozen miles the next day it's clear the
local bikers rate these roads, too. We even pass a café on the SP1with

a dozen bikes parked outside: rural Italy's version of the Ace Café.

We don't stop, though, hurring onwards and quite literally upwards.
Soon we're climbing back towards the heart of the Dolomites on a pass
called Sella Ciampigotto. By the standards of these mountains, it's
deserted. The road rises slowly at first, then rapidly, in steep traverses
linked by broadening hairpins. It's a challenging climb, rocky walls on one
slde and vast views to distant mountains on the other. At the summit
Weeble flips up his HIC. "1 have a new favourite road," he shouts, “That
was awesome." He's right — and it's all the better for being unexpected.

OUR ROUTES
Suggested stops
Start/finish: Maniago AM coffee: The SP1
Distance: 150 miles Lunch: Sella Ciampigotto
Riding time: 5.5 hours PM coffee: Agordo

Route 2: 130 miles, 3.5 howrs suitable for adventure-hikes

Flowing half-day route on Route 4: 160 miles, 5 hours
lower roads Includes the ascents of both

Route 3: 155 miles, 5 hours Monte Zoncolan and Sella
Tighter and bumpier roads, Ciampigotto
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The Dolomites are one of Europe’s foremost
riding areas. Here's three days in bike heaven

E'VE STRUCTURED THIS as a three-day
tour, to allow three days to get to the start
from the UK and three days to get back again
— so the whole trip fits in with a week off
work (and the two weekends). However, if
you have more time, the tour can be easily
extended as it stops at towns where we've based our daytrip routes.
The tour starts impressively and bullds up fast. From Vitipeno it heads
to the heart of the Dolomites, covering so many great passes — Passo
di Giau, Falzarego, Gardena, Sella, Pordoi, Fedaia... It's hard to imagine a
better day on a bike. From Cortina the roads get higher and narrower,
over the Sella Ciampigotto, Passo Pramollo and Monte Zoncolan, on the
way to Maniago. The tour ends with the gentle run through the
Southern Dolomites from Maniago to Riva del Garda, including Passo
Cereda and Weeble's favourite, Passo Rolle.
We have plotted an optional fourth day, returning from Riva del Garda
to Vipiteno over the Stelvio and Gavia passes. In addition, you can
download the tour to run in the opposite direction, from Riva to Vipiteno.

THE AlLL HNEW
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DAY ONE

From: Vipiteno Suggested stops

To: Cortina d' Ampezzo AM coffee: Meltina
Distance: 190 miles Lunch: Passo Fedia
Riding time: & hours PM coffee: Passo Gardena

YOUR WAY
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DAY TWO DAY THREE =3
From: Cortina d' Ampezzo Suggested stops From: Maniago Suggested stops
To: Maniago AM coffee: Sella Clampigotio To: Riva del Garda AM coffee: Longarone
Distance: 185 miles Lunch: Monte Croce Carnio Distance: 125 miles Lunch: Passo Rolle
Riding time: 5.5 hours PM coffee: The SPL Riding time: 5.5 hours PM coffee: Lone Lases
inding Roads Hilly Roads Round-trip Planning
1d the most excitiing winding Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply

ads and avoid the boring straights. climb the highest peaks. @ tapping the area you want to explore.
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Aride around...
ROUTE

13 Monte Argentario

Think Tuscany is just lavender fields and plane trees? Think again — the coast is magnificent

HE SUN IS beating down on a spectacular sapphire sea cliffs that ring the island. There's hardly any traffic, hardly any

from a cloudless blue sky. The air is fresh with the sound — stopping to take a picture, it's just the onshore breeze rustling |
scents of salt, grass and maybe a hint of lemon. the vegetation and the distant hush of the sea. Restful
Winding its way between the water and the citrus But I'm here to ride as much as to rest. Key in, the Triumph's exhaust
groves is aribbon of tarmac, dipping behind scrubby disturbs the peace. On round the coast on the panoramic road, then
trees when it turns inland before swinging out again to over Punta Telegrafo, the central peak of Monte Argentario, then across
drink in the perfect Mediterranean view. the low causeway, scant feet above the water. The scenery onthe
Monte Argentario is a curious place — a tiny Island tacked onto the mainland is beautiful, too — picture-postcard Tuscany with purple fields,
" Tuscan coast by a trio of causeways. There are two small towns — Porto shimmering green vineyards and avenues of plane trees. Craossing the
H Ercole and Porto Santo Stefano — and it's a sleepy place, A perfect, narrow coastal strip, the land rises steeply, quiet roads twisting past
rt relaxing base for a holiday. Though most of our riding takes place on isolated farmhouses and the occasional white—painted church.
' the mainland, devouring the madly twisty roads of rural Tuscany, the As lovely as this vision of rural Italian perfection is, there's something ,
panoramic ride round the island is unmissable. especially magical about Monte Argentario. | return across the other !
This is not a wide road, nor even a long one — but it's a beautiful one. causeway, passing through the fortifications of Orbetello as the
Mot just for the vistas across the sea to the isle of Giglio, but also for the  afternoon sun sparkles on the waters of the lagoon. It's a view you'd

bends. This is a super-twisty road, rising and falling as it dings to the never tire of = and one you'll see at the end of each ride based here.
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o 2 Mot : AM coffee: Scansano
Argentﬁﬂﬂ % : ERmehs Sota Fiots
e L PM coffee: Catabbio
Riding time: 5.5 hours
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autodromo del mug ello

Well, when you see '

a giant helmet, you _—
have to take a : B
selfie... don't you?

o
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Spectators flock here once a year for the
MotoGP at Mugello — but riders should
come all year round for the brilliant roads

™ Rolling hills and

KNOW A GREAT road round here," says Weeble, “It's
somewhere round here, anyway. Great café at the top. It sells
the best clive oil in Italy. Now, where is it?" The thing Is, there
are so many great roads around Mugello — the race track on the
edge of Borgo San Lorenzo — that it almost doesn't matter

which way we go. challenge was putting together just four routes — not 14. We arrive from

If you've ever watched the Italian GP on telly, you'll know that the the north, riding stretches of the Futa and Giogo passes. After pausing
crazy undulations of the Tuscan hills have produced a fantastic circuit by the circuit, ears straining to work out what's thrashing round it, we're
—rising and falling with all kinds of corners and one super-fast straight. swinging north into the hills again on the Passo del Muraglione.
Those hills have done the same favour for us, producing roads that rise It's blissfully quiet — this would a great chance to stretch the bike's
and fall with a bountiful profusion of corners and the occasional — OK, legs, but the road is steep and unbelievably twisty. Mugello's like a
rare — long, fast, straight. And if the road surface isn't quite as pristine as NASCAR oval by comparison. On and on we dimb, working up a thirst,
the GP track, inmany places it's pretty close... When I roll to a stop, Weeble rides alongside and flips up his helmet.

I had so many roads recommended in this part of Italy that the "There it is,” he points. "That's the café. | told you it was a great road...”

RIDE YOUR WAY &
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Start/finish: Borgo San Lorenzo
Distance: 165 miles
Riding time: 7 hours

Suggested stops
AM coffee: Palazzuolo sul Senio
Lunch: Passo del Muraglione
PM coffee: Fornace

finding Roads
nd the most excitiing winding
rads and avoid the boring straights.

Route 2: 165 miles, 5.5 hours
Includes Passo della Calla

Route 3: 210 miles, 7 hours
Includes Passo del Giogo

Route 4: 190 miles, 6 hours
Includes the Passo della Futa

CENTRAL ITALY

Aride around...
ROUTE

1 Citta di Castello

If you're looking for history, you came
to the right place... It's all around you

GENERALLY, WE TRY to
plan our routes to avoid going
into the bigger towns or into
cltlies wherever possible. The
thing is, ltaly is crammed with
fascinating towns and cities...
The trick is to pick ones
where the traffic is a bit more
civilised, s0 you can enjoy seeing the sights without feeling that
you've crossed a war zone to reach them. We'd avoid taking a
bike into Milan, Rome or Naples, but you can still see the history.

This route through Umbria is based in the small, beautiful city
of Citta di Castello but heads out across spectacular roads to
Assisi — famously home to St Francis. But there's much more to
the town than just the monastery, the Sacro Convento. There
are several other impressive churches, twa castles, a Roman
amphitheatre and a truly fabulous town sguare.

The return leg of our route heads to the less famous but, for
our money, equally fascinating town of Gubbio. Its medieval
centre, Ducal palace and cathedral are just stunning, but it also
has some well-preserved Roman ruins.

Of course, this is not just a route to shuttle you from one
tourist site to another. The riding between our destinations is
Just as important and it's spectacular, on twisting roads through
beautiful countryside. How long you spend at each place isup to
you: you could take an hour or two exploring or just view each
as a high-quality coffee stop before getting back to the riding.

SLueng / saBeWY @

OUR ROUTES
Suggested stops
Start/Hnish: Citta di Castello AM coffee: San Feliciano
Distance: 160 miles Lunch: Assisi
Riding time: 5.5 hours PM coffee: Gubbio
Route 2: 195 miles, 6 hours

A full day of twisting roads and Apennine passes

Hilly Roads
Stay at sea level or

climb the highest peaks.

Round-trip Planning
Discover new routes by simply
tapping the area you want to explore.
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Aride around...

Ride through the historic heart of
Tuscany — both real and imagined

HIS PLACE IS famous, is it 7" asks Weehle, whose
young sonisn't playing the same video games as my
teenage lad. I'd thought Monteriggioni — a key location
inthe best-selling Assassin's Creed games — was a
fictional place... until researching these routes. | knew
then that we'd have to visit this amazing fortified village

if only to make my son think I'd gone somewhere cool, at last. OUR RGUTES : :
The thing Is, this whole area of Italy is full of cool places — all rich in SIENA THRILLER Suggested stops
history, all hijacked for all manner of fiction. Daniel Craig's James Bond > Start/finish: Siena 2> AM coffee: Monteriggioni or Frocoli
kicks of the action in Skyfall with a fight in Siena, The E nglish Patient 2 Distance: 200 miles > Lunch:[ucca
recovered in Sant'Anna in Camprena just to the south of the city. 2 Riding time: 7 hours > PM coffee: San Casciano
EM Farster set his book A Roorm With A View in Florence. But none of i Lo LTt e, R S
the fiction comes close to the actual grandeur of these historic places. ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
We've based our routes from Siena because it's smaller than » Route 2: 150 miles, 5 hours
Florence, cleaner than Pisa and better suited for ex ploring the whole Twisty roads out towards the Tuscan coast
region than the lovely walled city of Lucca. While our routes focus on > Route 3: 205 miles, 7 hours
riding, you may want to plan a day off the bike to visit one of the cities, Flowing roads through Ahruzzo wine cow nry

Then again... why would you want to come down here and spend time » Route 4: 230 miles , 7.5 hours
off the bike? Coffee in an historic village square is all very welland good,  Smaller, higher roads, suitable for adventure-hikes
but the riding's unbelievable. The country roads are generally 2
pretty well-maintained and they're quiet: lovely long loops
curling across hilisides, bathed in hazy sunshine. The views
across the valleys are spectacular, distant towers rising to
indicate the next potential coffee stop in another
well-preserved ancient hilltop village.
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Aride around...

17 Terni

Mountains, historic towns... and
the occasional home comfort

TERNMI, THE CAPITAL of Limbria, is a good distance from the
UK, Mot that we don't have some very British weather on the
way in — the only real rain of the trip. Frankly, by the time we're
in dry kit and heading out from our hotel to find an evening meal,
a bit of home comfort would be welcome... So discovering a
Ronnie Scott's for dinner is the perfect tonic.

MNext day, rested and refreshed, we're ready to get to grips
with the amazing riding around here. The skies are slowly
brightening and the roads are grippy: brilliant. We head out
through the historic town of Amelia, on winding roads that climb
into the hills, We grab a coffee in a tiny cafe in Civitella del Lago,
the terrace overlooking the lake far below.

It's not just the weather; this riding does remind me of the
best bits of Britain — the Peaks, perhaps, or the Dales. Not so
much the views and definitely not the vegetation, but the
relentlessly twisting roads that flow over the gentle hills, But in
the UK there's always too much traffic = and when the sun
breaks through the clouds, it doesn't seem to get any warmer.

Swooping down to Bolsena with its broad lake and turreted
castle, we couldn't be anywhere but Italy — especially when we
stop to order coffee... potent black espresso. It's a bit like what
you get at home but much richer, more concentrated, more
satisfying. Exactly like the riding...

OUR ROUTES

Suggested stops
Start/finish: Terni AM coffee: Civitella del Lago
Distance: 200 miles Lunch: Lake Vico
Riding time: 7 hours PM coffee: Trevignano Romano

Route 2: 195 miles, 6.5 hours

Flowing roads into higher hills around Monte Cervia
Route 3: 220 miles, 7 howrs

Flowing roads out to Lake Campotosto and the mountains
Route 4: 215 miles, 7 hours

Adventure-bike route, on narrow roads in the Gran Sasso

Now with Hands-Free Calling
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The RiDE Tour of...

Classical Italy

Tuscany, Umbria, Abruzzo... Our three-day
route unlocks the highlights of central Italy

ENTAL ITALY IS simply beautiful — not just Tuscany,
which many regard as the prettiest sister. Every area
you visit is stunning — and best appreciated on a bike,
From the hills of Emilia-Romagna to the lakes of Lazio
and the mountains of Umbria, there Is terrific riding to
be found on quiet roads everywhere you turn,

Our three-day trip starts from Borgo San Lorenzo, zig-zagging
across ltaly's Apennine spine down to Terni in Umbria. Looping out
_ across the Gran 5asso mountains, the next destination is Monte
i Argentario on the Tuscan coast. The final day heads back inland,
devouring amazing riding on the way to historic Siena.

To fit this tour in with taking just one week off work, you could freight
the bike to/from Nice, which is one motorway or two relaxed days from
the start and finish points. Alternatively, the ride from/back tothe Uk~ DAY ONE
s easily done in three days, if part of each day is on motorways. The From: Borgo San Lorenzo Suggested stops
catch is that you'd have no scope to explore the historic sights or add
one of our daytrip loaps. Which seems a shame when the riding here is
so good and there's so much to see. Don't you deserve alonger trip?

=i 15 : :

« Flowing roads, Rl *
historic towns and £95

- 3 Central Italy is
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Hilly Roads Round-trip Planning i
Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply s
climb the highest peaks. @ tapping the area you want to explore.

vinding Roads
ind the most excitiing winding
sacls and avoid the boring straights.
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Aride around...

ie Chieti

HE CENTRAL APENNINES drop to the east coast of
Italy like a hawk stooping on a rabbit. There's only one
reaction: like a fleeing rabbit, jink left and right crazily,
adrenaline-sharpening reactlons... not because a giant
killer bird is coming at you, but because the road is going
headlong down the mountainside in a cascade of
corners and hairpins that would set anyone's heart pumping.

You might have thought that getting as far south as Rome meant the
mountains were behind you, but not at all. It's so high there's skiing in
winter and the views down ice-carved valleys and across limpid lakes
would be right at home in any corner of the Alps. The thing is, not so
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Don't follow the herd for high-altitude thrills: head south to find the wilder, quieter mountains

many people know that, so the Majella Massif is surprisingly qulet —
unlike the Alps, it doesn't draw hordes of pass-bagging riders, even
though it's home to some of the highest peaks in the Apennines,

Our routes radiate from the town of Chieti — just outside the bustling
port city of Pescara. The road guality is perhaps more variable this far
south but you don't need an adventure-bike to enjoy these roads
— especially not the well-surfaced sweepers carving along the valley
floors and the runs of broad hairpins dimbing the slopes. Particularly as
you'll very likely have them to yourself: after all, who'd think you would
find brilliant mountain riding so far south of the Alps? It's here... but the
crowds of German-plated GSs aren't,
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» Route q.ﬂE m:lles 6 hours

Quiet roads Scross the Auruncd mn'l.l'l:tahts

to Gaeta on the west coast

> Route 3175 miles - 5.5 hours

Rollingmountain roads San Salvo Marifia
o [+, antheeast coast

'y ‘Jf_:

Hear.:l to Carnpan}a fur some uf the quietest must stunn;ng roads of the snuth

T'8 &S IF the mountains never end. Everytimeyouthink ~  two-stroke trallies across the hills around isernia. Now he's a more

you've seen your last hairpin, ltaly rises up and surprises you, - responsible, mature man with amare responsible, mature kind of

delivering more stunning roads that blend amazing scenery motorcycle he sticks to the tarmac and he was kind enough to share

with brilliant ndmg Especially in tampania - some of his favourite roads around his old home town.

Finding routes in the south was challenging, though. Mu5t of oo 4s :I-Eﬂnrtetjr worth the effort of getting down here to enjay them. =

our Italian sources were born and raised In the north — ~ and just True, you may meet the occasional donkey, but there's hardly any _
 asinthe UK, there 5 a bit of healthy banter I:retween the northerners - traffic — whether on four wheels or four hooves. There's a maze of
and their southern neighbours. Ask most Milanese what the riding’s . qguiet roads to explore in the hms.thuugh we also have routes that

Iﬁteduwn here and they'll tell youit's all donkeys and dirt rnaﬂs o extend to reach th’EﬂEEI Wimtever kind of riding you want, Campania
Then | bumped into Massimo — who cut his teeth thrashing Sl can surprise you with the quality of its roads.
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A ride around...
ROUTE

20 Sorrento

The Amalfi coast has one of the most
famous roads in ltaly —for a very good reason

CPTIONS r :
oty et 2 o b “AVOID THE CITIES”, they said. “Don't get suckedinto the

.- - tourism hotspots”, they said. Well, Sorrento isn't a city, though
' it Is dangerously close to the traffic Armageddon of Naples.
However, it most definitely is a massive tourlsm honey-pot,
attracting droves of visitors. But If the rule is to avoid places like
that, this is the exception.

You need to approach riding the Amalfi Drive with some
caution. Expect to see every kind of craziness, from scooter
riders going three-up, or texting while riding, or overtaking on
pavements to buses cutting blind corners and donkeys
wandering about. It doesn't
matter. It's genuinely
stunning — one of the most
beautiful places you can
ever ride a bike (cautiously).
It doesn't just live up to the
hype: it exceeds It.

Still, there's only so much
crazy you can cope with in
one day, so after riding the
spectacular coastline from

AumeEny /A UIET

Sorrento round to Salerno, Start/finish: Sorrento

our route loops up into the Distance: 180 miles
mountains, swings round in Riding time: 7 hours

the shadow of Vesuvlus, Suggested stops

then returns to Sarrento. AM coffee: Vietri sul Mare
There’s loads to do off the Lunch: Montella

bike as well — from visiting PM coffee: Montevirgine
Pompeii {go on a coach, get

a gulde and allow a whole

day) to taking a boat trip to Route 2 150 miles - 7 hours
Capri, Normally there are A shorter ride on smaller,
better alternatives to the slightly quieter roads, but
well-trodden tourist returning to Sorrento on the
routes... but not here, Amalfi Drive

Welcome to Campania.

' , %ic, e Donkeys and dirt roads

el

Winding Roads Hilly Roads Round-trip Planning
Find the most excitiing winding Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply
roads and avoid the boring straights. climb the highest peaks. @ tapping the area you want to explore.
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" Aride around..

’
HECKING THE PLAN for the Potenza route, Weeble

shakes his head indismay. *But I've ridden straight
' pﬂ*&un the motorway!" he complains. “Why didn't
|

there were roads like thig'l could have taken

instead?" That's the trouble: by the time you've heard
B — or read — about the brilliant riding in the Alps, the

es, Emilia-Romagna, Tuscany... well, you get the picture.

_ Every area north of Basilicata boasts about its brilliant roads, so it's
g , "#l?" the further-flung locations to get overshadowed. However,
'( ¢ there's ngat riding to be had in the instep of the great boot of

- ltaly. Potenza s a pretty big city, the provincial capital, but it's the

rfect base for breaki
. of Sou *" three routes with eynrthlng from soaring Pescopagnano _
“high-altitude alrp,!pﬁ sunny coastal cruisesgAnd now you know &\\ ;
* these roads are here, there’s no excuse for riding past them. W\E} )

M" = ":i

,-*. e

out to explore the most mountainous region

OPTIONS
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Start/finish: Polenza

Distance: 150 miles

Riding time: & hours
Suggested stops

AM coffee: Venosa

Lunch: Candela

PM coffee: Pescopagnano

Route 2: 240 miles - 8 hours
A full day on twisty roads,
looping out tothe coast
Route 3: 220 miles - 7 hours
Flowing mountain roads.
Easily adapted to provide a
half-day ride

Sometimes the road
is bumpy. Sometimes
it's just sublime

-

SOUTHERN ITALY XTI

A ride around...

59 Manfredonia

The guiet east coast of ltaly has some
brilliant roads — and some surprising hills

Brilliant seascapes
and guiet hilly roads

e g s
M__ﬂfi_"--n- - a——y

STICKING OUT INTO the Adriatic Sea like the spur on the back
of Italy's boot, the Gargano Peninsula is blessed with a sublime
climate, numerous beaches and spectacular scenery. It's tourist
heaven — which should make it a nightmare for bikes, but it's
not. Resort towns like Vieste and Peschici draw plenty of
visitors, but the roads remain — for the most part — blisstully
guiet. They're great roads, too...

Our routes are based in the southern seaside town of
Manfredonia. If you need a day or two relaxing on the beach, it's
perfect for that, too... But we're here for the riding, taking the
twisty coastal route round the promontory, skirting the huge
lagoon of Lake Varano
before heading across the

hills to return to base, Start/finish: Manfredonia
The secondary route Distance: |60 miles
spends less time by the Riding time: 5 hours
coast and more time Suggested stops
criss-crossing the AM coffee: Vieste
mountainous Interior, Lunch: Rodi
traversing the slopes of PM coffee: San Marco
Monte Calvo and Monte inLamis

Sant’Angelo. This may
be a small corner of Apuglia,

but it's crammed with Route 2: 210 miles - 6 hours
character, scenery and Mostly flowing roads across
brilliant roads. the hills, some smaller lanes
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Aride around.. e

ROUTE i
23 GOS€ENnzZa !
Wlth brilliant roads all around it, Cosenza ’e
should be a destination, not a stop-over |
San Bernado
OST PEOPLE HEADING to Siclly just sit on the
maotorway from Rome all the way to the ferry
from Reggio to Messina, Depending on the
timing, they might stop off in Cosenza as they
cross Calabria, the toe of Italy. But that's it; a bed
for the night, then back on the motorway.
If riding past Potenza (page 50} is a mistake, then blasting by Cosenza
Is an utter disaster, The hills around this compact city are crammed with
some of the most relentlessly twisty roads — not just in Calabria nor
) even inltaly, but in all of Europe. Better still, they're usually silent, but for
1i the whisper of the wind and the cccasional warble of birdsong.
. We have three great routes here guaranteed to make your head spin, ’ S o
1 not with dizziness but with the sheer pleasure of getting to grips with '
1 these roads. Unlike the motorway drivers blasting south, we know how = I
1; to enjoy ourselves — and that's by riding these roads.
| OUR ROUTES
a Start/finish: Cosenza Route 2- 205 miles . T howurs
oy > Distance: 210 miles Extra-twisty roads down to the
g Riding time: 5.5 hours southern coast
ROUTE ¥ Suggested stops Route 3: 200 miles . 7 hours
OPTIONS & AM coffee: San Bernardo Adventure-hile route on twisty
ade Lunch: Sersale roads to the east coast
PM coffee: Soveria Manmelli

Miles of empty roads

baked by the fierce
sun of Calabria
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SOUTHERN ITALY E

ITALIAN
ISLANDS

Arideon

SICILY

Mount Etna, great food, awesome climate...
just watch out for the awful drivers

ROUTE

24

SICILY IS A DIVISIVE place. It's beautiful, especially the eastern end
of the island, with Etna brooding on the harizon. Riding the immaculate
roads across the lava fields and visiting the volcano is a sublime
experience (and one we factor into two of our routes),

Butit's also dirty, with litter strewn along many roadsides. It's
manifestly poor, with beggars everywhere in the bigger towns.
And the drivers are awful — you won't see an undented car on Sicily.

In other words, go to Siclly with your eyes open and keep your wits
about you on the roads. It can be a fabulous place to ride a bike, but it
can also shock the unprepared.

OUR ROUTES
Start/finish: Taormina Route 2: 195 miles - 6.5 hours
Distance: 135 miles Flowing roads out along the
Riding time: 45 howurs north coast

Suggested stops Route 3: 220 miles - 8 hours
AM coffee: Eina Adventure-bike route including
Lunch: Etna (after visiting Etna and some coastal roads
the crater)
PM coffee: Cesaro

Arideon
ROUTE

SARDINIA

Where do Italian motorcycle testers for
their biking holidays? Sardinia, apparently

25

I'VE DONE A few bike launches on Sardinia and it always impressed me.
I thought I'd just been shown the good bits. No: apparently, it's all good,
Whenever | asked any Italian bike tester to reveal the best place to ride
a motorcycle in Italy, they always gave the same answer: Sardinia.
Some liked the east coast best,

some the west, some preferred

the centre, sorme the north.., Dayl

¥With 2 bit more badgering, this
three-day route came together,
based around taking the ferry to
and from the port of Olbia in the
north-east of the island. You can
get a ferry there from Livorno,
Savona, Genoa or Civitavecchia.
Or Corsica. Or Sicily, Hmmm...
Sicily, Sardinia and Corsica... Now
that sounds like a good idea.

Olbia to Muravera
230 miles. 7.5 hours

Day 2

Muravera to Alghero
240 miles- 75 hours

Day 3
Alghero to Olbia
205 miles- 6 hours

Vinding Roads Hilly Roads Round-trip Planning
‘ind the most excitiing winding Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply
oads and avoid the boring straights. climb the highest peaks. @ tapping the area you want to explore.



THE RiDE GUIDE TO ITALY

T SEEMS l.shame to limit a trip ta faty tu juﬂqge are__ :
" though cramming the whale country,into ane tripis a = :
- It'6 tog large to daina 1;angle week, but with afortnighit off
- Work; yvou can take in all the amazing riding this fascinating
 Country has to offer. Wie have not one but two completeé
- 12=¢day tours. We've structured them both to start from Borgo
5Ell'| Dalma:zu 5o they re éasy to do if you'freight the bike to Nice.
The mainland tour loops south as far as Potenza, before swinging %
_ ql“tn the fabulous Gargano peninsula — the spur on Italy's boot. an":*
there it heads nurth through the Dolomites, taking in all the big=name
“padesas well3s the lakesiWith anly twe half-day stints of motorway
= In thu entire 12- day tnp it's a stunning 3000-mile epic of a tour.
= Not that the islands tour Is any less majestic. It follows the same 5
route asthemainland tour for the first four days, but carries on suyth« ’E.
from Fﬁ_ﬁhza tor S‘rcalj.r Sardinia and Corsica. After 2600 mcredd;r’re ml[ég
the tnur.g:a-:hﬁ Bastizin Eursw:a‘frum where an overnighg
- gét OU te Taulon, Genea — botha half= ~day ride fromidlige™
“Nice, I‘Fbuu wish10 ship-the hlke 'ach,. Eﬁuugh from i

‘THE WHOLE
OF ITALY IN
ONETRIPIS A
CHALLENGE’"
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The RiDE Tour of Italy
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240 miles - 85 hours

%, h?l
Levanto to Monte Argentario
250 miles - 7.5 hours

Day 3
Monte Argentario to Isernia
255 miles - 8 hours

‘Day 4
Isernia to Potenza
250 miles - 8.5 hours

Day5
Potenza to Peschici
230 miles- 7 hours

250 miles- 8 hours

Day7
Chieti to Citta di Castello
250 miles - 8 hours

Enjoy the warmth of southern Italy

Day 8

Citta di Castello to
. Rivadel Garda
- 275miles. 7.5 hours

Day 9

. Riva del Garda to Tolmezzo
i 225 miles: 7 hours

Day 10

. Tolmezzo to Vipiteno
235 miles - 7.5 hours

Day1ll

. Vipiteno to Lecco
. 240miles 8 hours

Day 12

230 miles : 6.5 hours

The RiDE Tour of Italy and the Islands

Routes are planned tocoincide @ Day7
with evening or overnight . Taormina to Palermo
ferry crossings as appropriate 200 miles - 55 hours
. Overnight ferry to Cagliari
Day1l . (Sardinia)
to Levanto . Day8
240 miles : 8.5 hours . Cagliari to Alghero
. 230miles: 7.5 hours
Levanto to Monte Argentaric @  Day®
250 miles - 7.5 hours . Alghero to Tortoli
- 210 miles- 6 hours
Day 3 ':
Monte Argentario tolsernia |~ Day10
255 miles - 8 hours Tortoli to Bonifacio (Corsica)
i 200 miles- 6 hours
Day4 - Late afternoon ferry
250 miles - 8.5 hours . Dayll
. Bonifacio to Porto

Day5
Potenza to Cosenza
225 miles . 7 hours

Day 6
Cosenza to Taormina (Sicily)
205 miles - 6.5 hours

- 180 miles: 5.5hours

. Daylz2

- Porto to Bastia

. 185 miles- 5.5 hours

- Overnight ferry to Genoa,
. Toulon or Nice

Now with Hands-Free Calling



THE RIDE GUIDE TO ITALY

- How we did it

li OU MIGHT HAVE thought we'd have learned by to the Channel Tunnel, reaching home just hours after getting of the
| now. Having already produced the RIDE Guide to train. Easy. It was just the bit in the middle that was challenging.
France and the RIDE Guide to Spain — which Actually, the previous guides had taught us that doing 400 miles a
Involved excessively long days in the saddle, day, every day, Isn't healthy — so we restricted mileage on this trip.
‘ wearing out tyres, breaking spirits and reducing us We were averaging only 280 miles a day, though as we used virtually
: to physical wrecks — we should have known better no motorway and Italy's minor roads are mostly extremely wiggly,
than to try doing two weeks of high-mileage riding combined with we were still riding for 10 hours most days. After which | had
: hours of photography every day, But we did it again anyway. to write up the day's storles while Weeble processed the pictures.
; Two things helped us. First, we shipped our Triumph Tiger Sport and We were lucky with the weather: one day of blinding rain, an
Tiger Explarer out to Nice with FlyBikeFly. This meant we were taking overcast afternoon and morning... but really, conditions were superb,
| our first pictures in Italy a few hours after setting off from home, Unlike some of the roads — and we've excluded as many of the rough
qj rather than after a few days. Second, we returned on the overnight anes from our routes as we could. Even so, there's no way to cross

train from Livorno to Den Bosch, We disembarked in Holland and rode Italy without finding some roads that could do with a little TLC.

| TRIUMPH
; TIGER EXPLORER
i Price £11 529
Engine 1215cc inline triple
Power |37bhp @ 9300rpm
i Torque 121Nm & 6400rpm
| Transmission Six-speed,
shaft drive

Front tyre 110/20 R19
Rear tyre 150/70 R17
Wheelbase 1530mm
Seat height 827-857mm
Fuel capacity 20 litres
Fuelled weight 250kg
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BEHIND THE SCENES [E

It took months of research and hours of planning
to prepare for our 14-day charge round Italy

Thankfully, there are many more roads that are simply brilliant.
From Piedmont and Liguria, over Stelvio and through the Dolomites,
we found staggering passes. The rolling hills of Tuscany, Emilia-
Romagna and Umbria were every hit as rewarding, for all that the
scenery was very different, The further south we got, the quieter the
roads became, Everywhere we went, we found riding that was better
than we could have hoped for. And the food was always amazing...

ltaly's not the easiest destination for touring — neither as
convenlent as France nor as cheap as Spain, plus there's less English
spoken and the road's aren't so consistently maintained. But I'd say
it's even more rewarding because the high points are so high, the
memories it gives are so memorable. We found some truly amazing
roads in Italy — Ihope you enjoy discovering them, too. Simen Weir

TIGER SPORT

Price £98509

Engine 1050cc inline triple
Power 125bhp & 9500rpm
Torgue 104Nm & 4300rpm
Transmission Six-speed,
chain drive

Front tyre 120/70 ZR17
Rear tyre 150/55 ZR17
Wheelbase 1540mm

Seat height 230mm

Fuel capacity 20 litres
Fuelled weight 235kg

Winding Roads Hilly Roads Round-trip Planning
Find the most excitiing winding Stay at sea level or Discover new routes by simply
roads and avoid the boring straights,

climb the highest peaks. tapping the area you want to explore.




THE RiDE GUIDE TO ITALY

[ HE BEST
ROAD IN ITAL

All those miles, which ones were the best?

So many brilliant roads, No question about it: theroad
especially inthe Dolomites.Istill  over PassoRolle (p32). Just as
love Stelvio and the evenmore brilliant as the big-name passes
extreme Colle dei Morti, but the (and better than some) but
bestroad onthistrip — perhaps without the crowds. Absolutely
thebestl'veeverridden-was  stunning scenery aswell.I'd go
the Colle del Nivolet (p24). back therein a heartbeat.
SIMON WEIR MARK MANNING

”, — _.‘ ’ - l.-.__ G
Tl e i Italian road? it's the Q" =
St e "= Colle dei Nivolet
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Choose your own adventure THE ALL NEW

Decide how thrilling you want the ride to be.

Share the excitement with friends To mTo m §
Exchange touring adventures before setting off u

and after you return home.

Built for bikers R I D E R
Completely redesigned for life on the road.

TOMTOM.COM/RIDER
Miran’A'm Tel: 01425 620580 | Email: info@tranam.co.uk | Web: www.tranam.co.uk

WORNLD CLASS BERANDS For more detailed product information please email info@tranam.co.uk




#fortheride

REPRESENTATIVE EXAMPLE TRI

Based on |.l!;|I_'I' Explorar @ 5000 miles per annum FERSOHAL CONTRALT FUSCHASE

On the 36 Monthly Final Deposit/Part  Total Amount Total Amount Agreement Purchase

; Interast Rate Representative
Road Price Repayments Repayment Exchange of Credit Payable Duration Feea!

(Fixed) APR

" ncluded
£11.590.00  £129.00 £6,480.00 £272700  £8872.00  £13851.00 37 Months  £10.00 9.44% 9.9% APR TR Firal

Hepayment,

NOW WITH OVER £940 WORTH OF COMPLIMENTARY ACCESSORIES®

TIGER EXPLORER
PACK INCLUDES:

Two Box Pannier Set,
“ Heated Grips & Switch,
Heated Rider Seat.

Tiger Explorer
£11,589 OTR

TIGER EXPLORER XC
PACK INCLUDES:

Two Box Panmier Set,
Heated Grips & Switch,
Heated Rider Seat.

Tiger Explorer XC
£12,599 OTR

There's a road out there, Way out there.

Places where you'll appreciate having a little extra.
Times when you'll appreciate having it all.

For more information or to book your test ride, visit triumphmotorcycles.co.uk FOR THE RIDE

Finarce s subject to status and is only available to UE applicants aged 8 and over. TriStar Personal Contract Purchase is anby meailable through
Lrd. Bt William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. Finarce figures correct as of 010515 and are subject to change. Finande offg

subject to the purchase of a new full price motorcycle, Dfer Sulsject o

riumph Motorcycle Finarnce which is a trading stvle of Black Horse
ends 0715 *Accessory Terms and Conditions: Fitting charges may apphy. Offer
tnck awvailabality and applies to motorcycles regstered between 050115 and 310715



