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THE NEW TIGER 800 FAMILY IS HERE.
BUILT TO BE BETTER IN ABSOLUTELY EVERY WAY, OFF-ROAD AND ON.

Available in two flavours - the off-road biased "XC' and the road-orientated “XR' - the new Tiger BOO boasts
more than 200 chassis and engine upgrades, with a shorter ratio first gear. enhanced rider @rgonomics, a more
responsive Triple engine and freer flowing exhaust. Add to that new full-colour TET INstruments, up to six riding
modes (with Off-Road Pro on the XC), all-LED lighting, iluminated switchgear and a new 5-position adjustable
screen, and you have the most comprehensive choice of model and specification ever.

The Tiger B00 XC and XR are quite simply built for maximum adventure, every single day.

To book your test ride see your local dealer or visit: triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

TRI DISCOVER HOW AFFORDABLE YOUR NEXT TRIUMPH COULD BE.
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‘Welcome

1S THERE A better place to ride a bike
than Spaln? Well, possibly Portugal... but
both countries and their amazing roads
are covered by this updated, in-depth
guide to touring the Iberian peninsula.

Since our first Guide to Spainin 2014
(and Portugal in our Tour 2076 supplement) we've had
S0 many suggestions for other great roads to ride and
places to visit that updating the guide had to be done.

Though Spaln and Portugal are a long way from the
UK, the riding Is so good and the rest of the experience
so outstanding that It is always worth going — and with
this guide, touring there should be effortless. Enjoy the
2018 Guide to Spain and Portugal... and enjoy discovering
these amazing countries on your bike,

14 toursfromsix Loy
days to three weeks RIDE editor
as well asfour AL A

MotoGP trips CONTENTS

YOUR RIDES
Readers share their trips to Spain and Portugal

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION
Everything you need to know for a trouble-free trip

OUR ROUTES
Where our daytrips are based — and sat nav advice

THE NORTH COAST
The Picos de Europa — and much, much more

THE NORTH EAST
The Pyrenees and the mind-blowing hills of Catalonla

THE HEART OF SPAIN
High sierras, historic cities and miles of brilliant roads

THE SOUTH
Sun-kissed twisty roads in an amazing landscape

PORTUGAL
Mountains, vineyards, beaches: a dream destination

TOTAL TOURING
Complete tours covering every corner of lberia
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YOURRIDESIN

Spain and Portugal

Spain and Portugal are already popular with RiDE readers. Here's where you've already been

| did a 12-day trip from
Morthern Ireland to the
Spanish Pyrenees. | had three
off-road days, with this photo
taken outside Tremp, Spain. |
covered almost 2700 miles by
the time | got home. It was an
outstanding journey with
amazing roads and scenery.
Alex Hildtch

We visited the Picos
National Park, the Rioja region
and then the Pyrenees — two

Johns and two Steves at
Beautiful morning and Frontera del Portalet.
superb scenery in the Picos, John Fenwick

with a very long, complicated
and incredibly quiet route to
Portugal ahead of me.

Pete Wolstenholme

At the Portuguese Border.
Travelling light — wife on her
comfy Daytona, me on my
2011 Speedy. Great two-week
trip via the Santander ferry —
too many bends to mention!
Sel Dixon

My wife Denise in awe of

1 the Griffin Vultures we came
= S g R 'I"{:;__-: 4 across outside Ronda in Spain
e — absolute biking utopial
Selwyn Hansford

Heather and me at the
MotoGP in Aragon — our first
time abroad. Great roads -
now to plan for next year.
Adrian Hayes

Here's me and two buddies
in the Picos de Europa, part-
way through a tour to the
MotoGP round at Barcelona,
Paul Scammell

4 | REDE GUIDE TO SPAIN & PORTUGAL 2018
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Just had a great week in Spain touring the Picos de Europa
mountains and heading west to Cape Finisterre. Me and my
'Old Man' (Bob Webb). Paul Webh

My brother Reece's bike and mine on our return leg of the RIDE
Pyrenees tour. Amazing roads, scenery and people. We departed
on June 1 and the roads and hotels were deserted.

Nathan Harrison

: i -.-_.
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Great views from the Port
de la Bonaigua on the C-28
traversing the Spanish
Pyrenees from Vielha to
Esterri d’Aneu. First big ride
after a ten-year lay-off. Loved
it so much that we then did a
Portsmouth to Santander trip
and rode across Spain.
Martyn Ward

My son Kane and | on a ride
through Portugal and Spain -
glorious roads and weather,
Pete Calladine

Inspired by an article in
RIDE, | found myself cruising
the roads of Northern Spain
on my trusty Honda Fireblade.
Great expectations turned into
a great experience.

Pavel Vebr

GUIDE TO SPAIN & PORTUGAL 2018 RMDE | B



'ULTIMAIE
BIKE TRIP

Great weather, amazing roads, fantastic food,
Quite simply, it's the riding. The Iberian peninsuia is NUEE.

spectacular scenery — not to mention the most . R whimdids 0 .

: C with every kind of landscape you could imagine — from

bike-friendly locals in Europe. Spain and Portugal  verdant Gaiicia on the north-west Atlantic coast to
might just be the best places you'll ever ride  sun-bakedMurconsoe Medieranean T o enamly

snow -tipped mountalns, vast hot plains, surf-kissed sandy
beaches, aromatic vineyards and fascinating towns full of
Interesting places to visit. And joining it all togetheris a
spectacular network of great DiKing roads

There's all kinds of riding — whether you like cruising
along two-up or hairing slong head-down, whether you

AT

i [P

[ 18]

Satisfy your inner adventure

i
l B ] ] MIYM”EMT"RE% ’ 1.nmrw.t::uridgesmne.r.::c:._u.ﬂﬂrnr;rtc:r_ru:y.:le—tyres.r'
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BIKES ON
FERRIES

The fastest, easiest and best
way to get to Spainis by sea —
Brittany Ferries runs services to
Bilbao or Santander. When you
board, just remember that the
deck is metal so don't ride fast, .
Just stay in first gear, ride as Always loads ofi§iles
e slowly as you can, use your back g‘;;:‘l;‘:;ﬁ:::ﬁ?f iy -
Mo SN brake If you have to (not your o
/€ 3 warm, dry ride 'November or late March front brake) and keep looking
than practically mywherﬁelsehma#ﬂand Europe, well ahead for hazards, sidestand. The deckhands will
Tyou're not ready to book atrip for this September, hang The deckhands willdirect you  put apad on the seat to protect
to where you should park the it, then ratchet the bike down
bike — usually down a ramp securely for the crossing. You
(again, go slowly and use lots of don't have to do anything other
back brake). When you park, than take your kit to your cabin,
leave the bike In gear and roll it then head for the bar...
forward until the gear stops the W For ferry timetables see
bike moving, then put it on the www.brittany-ferries.co.uk

......

onto this magazine and use It to plan next summer's trip.
Whenever you go to Spain or Portugal, you won't regret |t.

Just the baslcs. Your passport and your driving licence,
obviously. You should also take 3 copy of your insurance
certificate and the original V5 logbook for the bike, We'd
recommend taking a colour copy of this as well, soin case
you're stopped the police can keep the copy.

: . M 3 W N 3 r > .rr-n-
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We'd strongly recommend a travel insurance
policy that includes medical cover — though
you will have to shop around to find a policy
that covers you for a motorcycle trip.

In theory, until Brexit happens, you should
be covered for medical treatment in Spain or
Portugal as long as you have a valid European
Health Insurance Card (EHIC — the ET1 card —
free from www.ehic.orguk). In practice, health
cover avolds any issues, As with all Insurance,
you don't want to need it —but it's best to
have It Justin case,

Your bike policy will probably cover you for
riding in Europe for up to 30 days but always
check your policy before going, It's good
practice to notify the insurer of the dates
when you wlll be in Europe,

We would recommend getting breakdown
insurance but shop around for a policy that
Includes provision to repatriate both you and
the bike to the UK, not just ship it to a local
garage for repair work. Always check the fine
print to make sure it covers crashes as well as
mere mechanical mishaps just in case.

We've never had any trouble using credit
cards — In places that accept cards. You may
find that some smaller restaurants, cafés and
shops don't take cards (especially in Portugal,
we foundy}, so you will need to take cash for

‘YOU CAN OFTEN
EAT LUNCH LIKE
A KING FOR €10’

lunches and drinks on the road. Petrol
stations, most hotels and larger shops aren't
normally a problem. In fact, you may find
automated fuel pumps that require cards.

That's a bit how-long-Is-a-piece-of-string..
but as a rule, Portugal and Spain are a fair bit
cheaper than France or Britain. Petrol is
roughly the same but food and drink are
often cheaper. You can often eat like a king
at lunchtime for €10 with a menu del dia
(dish of the day) and evening meals are
usually good value, Whatever you'd allow for
food and drink when touring In the UK, expect
to save about a third in Spain or Portugal.
Accommodation can be less expensive than
many other European destinations — or of a
higher quality for what you'd pay elsewhere
— especially if you pre-book. This will help you
establish your budget before even setting off,

I've never
ridden on
theright..

Don't worry: riding bikes in Europe is simple
— far easier than driving a right-hand drive
car over there, Qur top tip sounds stupkd: just

say to yourself; "Ride on the right” before
selecting first gear. The only time most
people get confused is when setting off,
turning out of the first junction of the day or
after filling up: actively telling yourself to ride
on the right really can do the trick,

For the rest of it it's all straightforward —
exactly ike riding at home. You're Unlikely o
ever go the wrong way round a roundabout
— the entrances and chevron boards will point
yoL in the right direction, Take care on
roundaboutsin Spain, though: Spanish drivers

~ evenifthey want thelastexit,

stay in the outside lane ali the way round,

———
e —— oy

TYRES

This is important: don't set off
with warn tyres. The roads in
Spain and especially Portugal
can be abrasive, accelerating tyre
wear. Replacing a worn-out tyre
mid-trip is costly and can really
spoll the holiday.

So before going, check your
tyres. If they're close to half
worn, get a set of replacements
fitted (save the older ones to
refit later), Fit a quality sports
touring tyre like the Bridgestone
T31or, for adventure bikes, a
dual-sport tyrelike the A47,

PR

drm DA R E

H.-’. -.I_ o |

though It does reduce flexibility — you can't
Just stop whenever you feel like It; you have
o use the hotel you reserved. However, we
favour pre-booking In Spain and Portugal
because while there are plenty of hotels in
the bigger towns, they can be fairly thinon
the ground In more rural areas.

If it rains and the roads look shiny and slippery,
there's a reason for that: they're shiny and
slippery. Exercise extreme caution on wet
roads in Iberia, They may be gloriously grippy
when warm and dry but many minor Spanish
and Portuguese roads can be exceedingly
treacherous when wet,

If the bike's road legal and mechanically sound,
with fresh tyres, then all you need to do is add
luggage and get going, You don't need to

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk
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THE LAW

The police in Spain and Portugal tend to
Lake a dim view of excessive speeding
On-the-spot fines are stiff, rising to
eye-watering. Spain has a zero-tolerance
approach to speeding and even 1k ph over

the limit can theoretically earn a fine —
and the Guardia Civil willimpound bikes
if speeds are too high. Take extra care on
rural roads In Spain, as speed limits can
change around junctions. Many towrns or
villages have 30kph or even 20kph limits
in the centre.

But don't get paranoid: there are fewer
speed cameras than in the UK and they
are well signed in advance. We haven't
heard of anyone on a British bike receiving

ticket at | h-::me for ﬁettmg ﬂﬁEﬂfffJut

AH AN i TN e 11

| srnmsn SFE'ED LIMITS

Speed limit zn-snkph

] ',x 1_-:r..l.-' ""R i

il 1

4 Ijn,_ F”L‘i";t

=Cust the headlight aim — you should be off
the Dixe before the sun goes down. If it's not
mechanically sound, fix it!

Less than you think. The secret is to travel
light: take the essentials but net much more,
Wearing lightweight base layers that can be
rinsed at the end of the day means you can

._;E,-::: 8 . ==

-ﬁu-'im}:ph

T | h“-‘."rp

Save shirts to do 2 couple of evenings each.
Shorts and flip-flops (or trainers) are more
comfortable off the bike and take up less
Space than jeans and boots

You shouldn't need loads of tools or spares
for a well-prepped modern bike \thoughif It's
a classic, you'll know what you need). If there's
Space, It makes sense to take a puncture
repair kit, a multitool, half-a-dozen cahle
les and some gaffer tape, Just in case.

And don't forget your phone charger.Ora
European plug adaptor. Or your sun glasses.,, |

Top of your list of touring essentials

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycl e-tyres/

the law does not preciude that, We have
diso seen speed traps set up a few miles
after statlc cameras and spot-check road
blocks in Spain and Portugal (but been
waved throughinboth when the GB
sticker was sean),

Traffic lights

Many villages and towns will have a set of
flashing amber lights just as you enter the
speed limit, with another set of lights —
normally onred — a few hundred feat
further on. If you're at or below the speed
fimit when you pass the flrst lights, the
second anes will flash amber as youreach
them so you can I-rneeprfclmg, If you're
£0ing too fast, Hwy’lstay IE_EL_:

T i
'Il Py
L l"*%‘

Wherever you [lke — but that's what this guide
Is for, We have daytrips all over Iberla, if you
want to pick a town for a base and have a few
riding days. Alternatively, we have complete
tours that move from place to place — with
relaxed and high-mile ones to cater to
different tastes. Pick the one that appeals.

There's lots of great off-roading In Spain, but
it's not covered in this guide. We'd suggest
getting specialist help: start with The Spanish
Biker (thespanishbiker.wordpress.com)

If you don't have a group of mates to gowith
— and you don't fancy going alone — Joina
Buided tour, Not as cheap as organising your
own trip but you'll have an expert guide, a
new set of riding buddies and a great time,

Radar detectors

in one waord: illesal, If poilce spot one, it will
€arn you an on-the-spot fine and will be
canfiscated. Sat navs are allowed to warn
you of fixed speed camera locations In
Spain: the police understand that
Knowing there's a camera ahead makes
pecple slow down,.,

Proud to be British

Youmust have a GB identifier an the hike.

If your registration plate doesn't include

one, put a GB sticker on there somewhere
= we'd suggest on a pannier, Otherwise,

pﬂterm:ﬂh (s ancther on-the-spot fine.

Extra specs

In Epmn. !f_ au need gtasi:ea to rtde. YOu

T

Amazing riding — and easy
- * to enjoy. Pack fight, be
sensible and book the boat

BOOK IT!

Plan your trip befare booking the
ferry and call Brittany Ferrles,
rather than booking online. You
can book into partner hotels
(lsted on www brittany-ferries,
co.uk). Book three or more for 3
discount on the ferry and hotels,
Alternatively, we used the
Casas Cantabricas travel agency
(www.casas.co.uk). As well as
offering deals on ferry-plus-
accommodation packages, they
provide excellent guides — which
you can read on your phone — to
help get more from your trip.

BATTLAX srorrt rouring T 37
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Some great roads toride
wherever you want to go in
Spain and Portugal

NORTH COAST

Laredo (3 routes) pl4
Laudio pl3

Logrofio pl&

Luarca (2 routes) pl6
Oviedo (2 routes) p16
Ponferrada (2 routes) p16
Potes (2 routes) pl4
Ourense (2 routes) pl6
Reinosa pl8

Santiago de Compostela pl3

Vilalba pl13
Zarautz (3 routes) pl4

NORTH EAST

Ainsa (3 routes) p25
Castelldefels p23

Colera p23

Igualada p26

Jaca p26

Pamplona (2 routes) p25
Reus (2 routes) p23
Ripoll (4 routes) p25
Sort p26

Sos del Rey Catélico p26
Tauste p26

Terrassa (2 routes) p23
Tossa de Mar p23

CENTRAL SPAIN
Albarracin p32
Cuenca (2 routes) p3l
Ciudad Real p34
Ciudad Rodrigo
(2 routes) p33
Barco de Avila
(2 routes) p33

Guadalupe (2 routes) p33
Guadalajara p34

Jalance p34

Morella p34

Segovia (2 routes) p33
Soria (2 routes) p31
Toledo p34

Valencia (2 routes) p31
Zamora p34

yz y4 TTMX'ADMEMHRE)'%I

Norte

6/

Centro

o/

By B
PORTUBAL

a9

Alentejo 63

65
62

Algarve

. SOUTHERN SPAIN

Aracena (2 routes) p41
Arcos de la Frontera p41
Alicante p42

Almeria p42
Carboneras

(2 routes) p39

Cartagena p42
Cérdoba p42

Granada (2 routes) p39
Jaén (2 routes) p4l

a
Cantabria
9
Castile & Ledn
39
1 T RIT
SPAIK
e MREAE 35
2 . 32
BD Madrid
4
3
3l
Castilla=La Mancha
5 E Extremadura 2B

| Milaga (2 routes) p41
Nerjap42

Roguetas de Mar

(2 routes) p3s

Riépar (3 routes) p39
Ronda p4l

Sevilla p42

PORTUGAL

Castelo Branco p50
Chaves (3 routes) p47

Santander

Covilhi (2 routes) p47
Elvas p49

Evora p49

Gerés p50

Luz p49

Mértola (2 routes) p49
Moura p50

Sertd (2 routes) p47
Sines p49

Vila Real p50

Viseu p50

Satisfy your inner adventure

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/
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4
4

Aragon

23,

O O

Catalonia

0%
14

Valencia

OUR TOURS

Picos de Europa (six days) p52

Spanish Pyrenees (six days) p52

Spanish & French Pyrenees (eight days) p52
Pyrenees & Picos (eight days) p52
Portugal (ten days) p53

Picos & Northern Portugal (eight days) p53
Central Spain & Portugal (eight days) p53
Historic cities (=ight days) p54

Spanish Forests (six days) p54

Eastern Spain & Pyrenees (cight days) p54
Eastern Spain (sight days) p55

Andalusia fly-ride (seven days) p55
Andalusia ferry-ride (ten days) p55

Grand Tour (three weels) pS6

MotoGP trips: Aragon, Barcelona, Jerez and
Valencia (four days each) p57

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

All the routes described in this
magazine are available as GPX
flles for sat navs, compatible with
EMW, Garmin and TormTom
devices, from the RIDE website
(www.ride.co.uk/Spain18). To
preview a route, click on Its title,
This will openit in Google Maps
— but please note that if aroadis
closed {say, by snow in winter or
by roadworks) the previews may
not show the true route.

To download a route, simply
click the "Download the route”
link. It will be downloaded as a Zip
file, which needs to be opened
with Stuffit Xpander, WinZip or a
similar application (on a Mac, the
Disc Utility) to get the GPX file
YOu Can use,

If you have a Garmin or BMW
sat nav, we recommend using
Garmin's free Basecamp
software to open the route: go to
Its File menu and select “import".
You need your sat nav connected
to the computer, as Basecamp
usesits maps. Occasionally, the
route will appear as straight lines

How to use our routes

—don't panic. Double-click the
route to open it and select the
“Recalculate" option to make it
snap to the roads. Then select
“Send to Device" in the top-left
corner of the screen to install the
route on your sat nav.

If you have a TomTom Rider 400
(or alater model), you can drag
and drop the route straight onto
the unit's SD card — it will process
the GPX file Just fine, If you have
an older TomTom, it's worth going
to the www.myrouteapp.com
website — TomTom's new
planning platform — and
uploading the GPX file. You can
then re-save it to your computer
as an ITN file, which older
TomToms will process happily.

Butldon'thaveasatnav...

You can still use our website to help you ride the routes, Open
the preview links - or download the GPX files and open them
in MyRouteApp - to see the roads we use. Then make your

T

own road book of
directions or mark the
routes onamap. to
make sure you get to
enjoy these tours. We'd
always suggest taking
amap with the routes
marked on it, even if
you douse a sat nav,

IUMBH 7/
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HE DRIZZLE FALLING as mﬁ |

ferry thickens to proper rain as we pull out
of 5antander on the motorway, heac
east towards Bilbao. This should be the first

dismal. "It's worse than it was in Engtan d, 'Mmoans sna pper
Weeble when we stop for lunch after 40 miles.

*Don't worry - we're headed inland," | say.

“Through the Picos? It always rainsin the Picos,” he crles.

This is patently not true. Sometimes it's sunny in the
Plcos de Europa, Most of the time, In fact. But these
mountains on Spain's northern coast can trap warm, wet
air blowing In from the Bay of Biscay, condensing it into
clouds that sometimes turns the day grey but the hills
green, as the regular rain ensures this is a lush landscape,

Once we get into the hills, the weather does improve, We |

ey
— M---.F' ﬂ—q_tl_,,a_-_uj:,.._ '“'“’"_}ﬁ

Top of your list of touring essentials

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/

pop of the cork, the mument thattellsyou |

Empty roads,

spectacular views...
this Is why we come
the Picos. But in this

to

bit of Spain, It pays to
pack waterproofs too

| N-232, then peel off to the BU-530 alongside the vast

he Triurnph Explorer's fog lights on, They don't halp
me see any further but at least they must mal-;e e more.

direction. 'm down to 30mph as we crest thei&*s T%mﬁ*
Pass. "It's majestic when you can seeit,” | tell Weeble.
Thankfully, this s the end of the weather, Another few
miles and the sun starts peeking out shyly from behind
white clouds, Dry Tarmac and fantastic bends... This is the
kind of riding we've crossed the sea to find. The big
Triumph dances through the bends effortlessly — corners
coming thick and fast as we jointhe N-232 and take a
short detour up the hairpins of the CL-629, That leads on
- toBurgos, so we turn back and continue on the serpentine

Ebro river, ducking through tunnels and dod ging the rc
outcrops that line the road. By the time we. ;‘ﬁﬁ’fﬂﬁ
the early rain is forgotten, All we're talking about is the
amazing afternoon ride... and what we'll find tomorrow,

ey o

BATTLANX sporr rourine T 37
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Eastern Picos

Even just leaving the ferry port is an excuse fora
stunning ride through the Picos mountains

INDING GREAT RIDING near the ports of Santander and

and Cantabria (and La Rioja as well). There are the twin

ZARAUTZ A real must-visit destination.

attracts hordes of surfersin

|
Bilbao Is as easy as A,B,C... Asturias, the Basque Country | This small Basgque beach town www.santuariodecovadonga.com

attractions of the coast, withits sleepy fishing villages and | summer and has a sultably COVALANAS CAVE
golden beaches, and the mountains. The chaln of Cantabrlan mountains | laid-back atmosphere. An easy Beat the heat with a trip into the
— which Includes the Picos de Europa — delivers spectacular scenery, ride from Santander or Bilbao cool of this huge, spectacular
as grey-tipped peaks rise above verdant slopes, with fabulously twisty Routes 6,7 & 8 cave, featuring prehistoric
roads climbing passes and cutting through limestone gorges. HoteltipHotelZarautz, | paintin ings. Tours cost just €3, last
www.hotelzarauz.com I-’»::- minutes and leave once an
nestled in the heart of the Picos, hour, Short but steep walk from
LAREDO within an easy ride of the the parking area to the entrance,
Midway between Bilbao and Santander ferry. A great basefor =~ COVADONGA Best booked in advance.
Santander is the Cantabrian | exploring the mountains, with | This tiny village high in the Picos http:/ /cuevas.
resort of Laredo — famed for its plenty of hotels and restaurants . was where the Christian culturadecantabria.com
massive sandy beach. It should in Its traditional centre. | reconquest of Spain began
be famous for the quality of the Routes 1& 2 | evicting the Moars. There's FUENTE DE
riding in the hills around it Hotel tip Hotel Valdecoro, a spectacular church and A spectacular cliff-lined bowl at
Routes 3,4 &5 www.hotelvaldecoro.es | even-more-beautiful lakes, the foot of a peak — with a
Hotel tip Hotel Montecristo,
B e dotamontacristo s MUST-R N-621 Potes to Riafio, Puerto de San Glorio
GA . Fabulous views, incredible corners — no wonder It's one of the most
"“,"'55 , popular riding roads in the Picos,
A picturesque stone-built town

| Satisfy your inner adventure
BATTLAX Aaoventie ~JFT . 00m00wee

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres!
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fference. For €17 you canride
ongest single-span

D 21 the way to the top,
ver a belly—flipping 753m drop...
The views are incredible.
WOWW.CaniLr .OoIm

OO0 map

GUERNICA
Immortalised by Picaso's
Guernica was savagely bombed
inthe Spanish Civil War. Now
rebulilt, it has became a symbol of
reconstruction and peace. Make
sure to visit the Biscayan
Assembly House.

www.gernika-lumo.net

GUGGENHEIM BILBAO

For high culture, the Guggenheim
Museum in Bilbao is on annther
level. The spectacular modernist
building sets the tone for the

‘FINDING GREAT
RIDING NEAR
SANTANDER

ORBILBAO
IS ASEASY

ASA,B,C..”
L T

The CL-629 in thetmtah-lan
mountains. Busy, isn't it?

| exhibitions it houses. Admission

costis €10.
www.guggenheim-bilbao.es

LAGUARDIA

This fabulous medieval walled
town Is perched on alow hill, its
towered church visible from miles
away. Packed with surprises —
from caves to cafés —it's a great
daytrip destination. Don't skip
the nearby Ysios Bodega.

www laguardia-alava.com

LOGRONO

La Rioja is filled with lovely towns,
but the capital of the region has
the most to see and do. Eat tapas
on Calle Laurel and visit the
museum. Or splash out on a
vineyard tour and wine-tasting
|from €38 — plus taxi!)
www.marguesdemurrieta.com

OUR ROUTES

Eastern Picos & Basque Country

POTES TRIANGLE
Start/finish Potes
Distance 125 miles
Riding time 4 hours
One of the most famous rides
in the Picos de Europa: Potes
Lo Riafio to Cangas de Onis
and back to Potes, Mountain
passes, gorges, lakes and
amazing views — there's no
wonder it's so popular.

POTES — COAST

AND PASSES
Start/finish Potes
Distance 215 miles
Riding time 6.5 hours
This longer day's ride reverses
some of the roads from the
Potes triangle, heading out to
the seaside town of Ribadesella
for lunch befare heading even
higher into the Picos
rmountains,

LAREDO LONG LOOP
Start/finish Laredo
Distance 245 miles
Riding time 7.5 hours
From the beautiful coastal town
of Laredo, this long day's ride
swoops through the beautiful
coastal mountains all the way
to the plains — and back again.
An epicride.

LAREDO LOOP 2
Start/finish Laredo
Distance 175 miles
Riding time 6 hours
Think mountain roads aren't
pilion-friendly? Think again:
this is a full day on wide,
well-surfaced roads with
spectacular mountain scenery,

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk T

LAREDO LOOP 3 -
WILD CANTABRIA
Start/finish Laredo
Distance 155 miles
Riding time & hours
This ene’s not really pillion
friendly as it uses some
challenging single-track roads
to unlock some of the wildest,
most spectacular areas of the
Cantabrian mountains,

ZARAUTZ ROUTE1
Start/finish 7arautz
Distance 155 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
The well-wooded slopes of
the mountains of the Basque
Country are packed with
fiendishly twisting roads — and
many offer a sea view. This
route also passes Guernica, if
you want to take time off to
visit the peace museum.

ZARAUTZROUTE 2
Start/finish Zarautz
Distance 145 miles
Riding time 5 hours
Another route through the
spectacular mountains of the
Basque Country, taking in Arala
park and hugging the foothills
of Aizkarri, the highest peak,

ZARAUTZROUTE 3

— WILD BASQUE
COUNTRY
Start/finish Zarautz
Distance 150 miles
Riding time 6 hours
Throwing single-track roads
into the mix opens up some of
the wildest and most beautiful
scenery in Basgue Country,

IUMBH 7/

Tt
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Asturias and Galicia

Moving west from the ports reveals a less well-trodden network of riding roads

HE FURTHER WEST along the Spanish north coast you

g0, the wilder the scenery becomes. The mountains seem

higher, the gorges deeper... and the roads emptier, the

villages quieter. The Atlantic winds increase the chances of a
shower, evenin summer, but they also keep the countryside rich, green
and beautiful. So many riders never get this far west, which is a tragedy
as some of the finest riding is in Galicia and Asturias.

LUARCA
A sleepy fishing village curled I
around its hill-fringed harbour,
this is traditional Spain at its least
touristy. A perfect base for
exploring hilly Asturias.

Routes 11& 12

Hotel tip Hotel Ealtico,

www hotelbaltico.com

MIERES DEL CAMINO
Oviedo's a blg city — bustling and
cosmopolitan but it still has a nice
historic centre, However, for us
the towns and villages in the hills
outside are quieter and guite alot
more charming.

Routes 9 & 10

Hotel tip Hotel Cenera,
www.valledecenera.com

“THE ATLANTIC WINDS...
“"KEEP THE COUNTRYSIDE
- RICH, GREEN AND BEAUTIFUL

OURENSE

Straddling the line between small
city and large town, Ourense has
all the facilities that a visiting
motorcyclist needs = from not

| springs to a Roman bridge, not to

mention easy access to some
truly mind-blowing roads.

Routes 13 & 14

Hotel tip Hotel Puente Romano,
http:/ /www hotusa.es/hoteles/
espana/orense/

PONFERRADA

Technically, this town on the
southern edge of the Picasisin
Castilla y Ledn — but it's a perfect
base for exploring north into the

| mountains or south, towards
Portugal. It has afabulous
Knights Templar castle too.
Routes 15 & 16

' Hotel tip El Castillo,
http:/ S www hotelopia.com/h/
hotel-el-castillo_leon_139285/

ASTORGA

This quiet town sits at the
crossroads of two historic routes
— the pilgrims way, the Camino
de Santiago, and the Roman Ruta
de |a Plata, the ‘Silver Route’. The
medieval core is fabulous but it's
the Eniscopal Palace designed by
Gaudi that draws the biggest

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

16 | REDE GUIDE TO SPAIN & PORTUGAL 2018




OUR ROUTES

Western Picos & Galicia

OVIEDO HILLS -
ROUTE1
Start/finish Mieres del Camino
Distance 1/5 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
Our route starts just inland
from the city of Oviedo,
writhing through the
mountains on some of the
quietest and most beautiful
roads in the Picos, including the
Ventana and San Isidro passes.

OVIEDO HILLS —
ROUTE2
Start/finish Mieres del Camino
Distance 175 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
An alternative route through
the stunning mountains inland
from Oviedo, over the Somiedo
and Pajares passes.

LUARCALOOP1

Start/finish Luarca
Distance 160 miles
Riding time 5 hours
The phrase "flowing corners"
gets bandied about alot. The
bends on this route don't so

Top of your list of touring essentials

‘motorcycle-tyres/

much flow as flood through the
mountains in a traffic-free
torrent of brilliant riding.

LUARCA LOOP 2
Start/finish Luarca
Distance 195 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
This route starts with 20
minutes of motorway to save
time (easily skipped by staying
on the N-634 from Luarca)
before powering through the
mountains on another
succession of amazing roads.

OURENSE ROUTE1
Start/finish Ourenze
Distance 1/0 miles
Riding time 4.5 hours
Wide, flowing roads — with one
or two narrower stretches —
cut an unforgettable path
through quiet, scenic hills. Even
the main N-120 doesn't do
traffic like a British trunk road.

OURENSE ROUTE 2
Start/finish Ourense
Distance 215 miles

crowds. Visits are €5 or €8 for a
guided tour,
www.palaciodegaudies

CAPE FINISTERRE

Mot actually the most westerly
point in Europe (or even In Spain,
for that matter), Finisterre has
nonetheless been part of the
pilgrimage route for centuries.
It's a beautiful place and a great
daytrip destination.
www.concellofisterra.com

CIDER

You can't go to Asturias and not
sample the local cider — but you
must get a local to pour it for you,

MUST RID |

ROAD

' Riding time 5 hours
 More mermorable riding on the

. broad, flowing roads through

the guiet hills around Ourense.
They're big on views and
corners and light on trafficin
this part of the world.

PONFERRADA

TO PORTUGAL
Start/finish Ponferrada
Distance 240 miles
Riding time 7 hours
Staggering riding — mile after
Incredibly twisty mile of quiet

It's tipped from above head
height, to land in the glass that is
held at waist height... Better still,
go the whole hog and treat
yourself to a visit to a sidreria
(cider house) with a slap-up
meal. And a taxi home...
www.tierra-astur.com

PONTEVEDRA

Back in the day, Christopher
Columbus set sail on his first
voyage in a ship built here. It's a
large town, with a well-preserved
historic centre that repays
exploring — the circular pilgrim
church is a proper must-see,
www.turismo.gal

AS-14 Puerto de Palo

Every inch is fantastic, from the moment it turns off the aimost-as-epic
AS-15 to Grandas de Salime 35 miles later, A sublime road.

roads with vast views, cutting
over the border to Portugal
before returning to Ponferrada.

PONFERRADA

TO PICOS
Start/finish Ponferrada
Distance 190 miles
Riding time 6 hours
Ponferrada lies nestled at the
foot of the Picos de Europa
range — and the roads that
climb into the highlands to the
north of the city offer some
truly astonishing riding.

SAMOS

A small town with a huge
monastery — stillhome to a
community of Benedictine
maonks, A popular stop on the
Camino, but also well worth a
visit for touring bikers,
www.abadiadesamos.com

SANTIAGO DE
COMPOSTELA

The Camino de Santiagois the
pilgrimage route that draws
Christians to the huge cathedral
with the shrine to 5t James. Even
If you're not a believer, the
cathedralis a must-see.

http:/ /catedraldesantiago.es

BATTLAX sPortr rouring T 37
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| OTHERRQUTESONTHE
orth Coast

REINOSA ROUTE de Bilbao - :
Srt/iishreross  onchetriantronietnatnent. | 3 FEOE MOUNTAIN

Distance 175 miles intand from the Basque port. With Ro ADS REALLY ARE
Riding time 5 hours commercial traffic on the .
Reinosa's a short, easy ride from motorways, these mountain i VIRWMY EMPTY’
Santander (you can even take roads are virtually empty.
the motarway if you want). It's
surrounded by absolutely TO THELIGHTHOUSE |
glorious mountains stuffed with Start/finish \Vilalba :
beautiful lakes — all on this Distance 215 miles :
laid-back day's ride, Riding time £.5 hours .
From the historic town of Vilalba, |

VINTAGE RIOJA out to the north coast and the i

Start/finish Logrono amazing sea views at the Cabo E
Distance 140 miles Ortegallighthouse. Mostly wide, |
Riding time 4 hours smooth roads but with some
Perfect road surfaces, sweeping tight single-track ones on Cape .
bends, majestic views — the Ortegal to keep you awake. . = . @
riding In La Rioja is intoxicatingly E i
good. Just take it steady with the SANTIAGO SEAS | Ewvery road in the Picos
local grape juice before heading Start/finish Santiago | has the potential to be
out on this ride! de Compostela - | MM DRSE bk

| ewverridden
Distance 155 miles §

BILBAO BACKROADS Riding time & hours i

Start/finish Laudio Some amazingly twisty roads
Distance 1/0 miles from Santiago to Cap Finisterre
Riding time 5.5 hours and Cap Tourifian (Spain's most
Rather than staying in the city, westerly point) and then north
we'd base ourselves in the hills to Malpica on the Costa Marte.

B4 MIVM#EMTME744’ B

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/
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Ride a different
side of Spaln

CI‘UISE I:o Spaln
and tour in sl:yle'

'l-.

. Brmg your own hikE to I:he
% stunning mountain and caasLa
;ﬂads nf Nurthern Spain~ =

o < Ride at ;-,mur own pace from the ?‘:-'_. 3
pu;‘ttu the Picos de Europad, .
~ ‘the Pyrenees or Portugal

-'--,:_: = Fni[nw the:Camino de Santlagu
r:-r we can pian 3 bespuke route

' Unwlnd in carefully chusen-— !
dellghtful smiall hutels

Regular ferry salhn LE
“."1Bilbao or Sant S e |

#
P

=

caminos.co.uk/ride * 01223 328721 e ATG

Qualdy Buprstbe: Frobntion

0118 352 0704
07894 862467

We at Btklng Abroad pr{wlde All Inclusive Mﬂtnrcycle Holidays from
our family run finca in the beautiful region of Valencia, Spain

What is included:

Transfers from either Valencia or Alicante airports

Accommodation (short breaks available) o P E N
Breakfast, lunch (out on the road at biker friendly cafe/restaurants) and dinner

New Yamaha MT09s and MT07s - Fully insured and including ALL fuel ALL YEAR

All riding gear provided, if required

All day trips are fully guided and have been ridden by us, with the assurance of great routes including mountain, country and
-::nasta[ roads, suitable for all types of riding

Something for everyone, from first timers in Europe to seasoned riders! g D ESTINATION
Just pack a bag, jump on a plane and we take care of the rest! "o
For more information and see what our guests say about us! YAMAHA votor

v.bikingabroad.com K .. @M R .
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There's more to see hE"EJhan.just :__ 3
« the Pyrenees.. ﬁ sTRETER _

UR FAR-FROM CIRCULAR |ap of the
Iberian peninsula brings us into Catalonia
from the south. By this time, we've
become almost blase about the sight of
another immaculate ribbon of traffic-free
tarmac stretching out in front of us.

That doesn't last long when we get to Catalonia. We take
the N-240 and C-128 to Flix and pick up some of the most
scenic roads of the entire trip - the T-703 and 702 to
Margalef and the beautiful but crazily twisty T-713 ("I'm
petting dizzy," moans Weeble when we stop). Just when |
think the riding can't get any better, we turn onto the road
that has it all - the C-242. It's utterly spectacular, with
bends tight enough for me without being too fiddly for
Weeble, set in the widest-screen landscape so far today.

At the top of the Albarca pass we turn off onto the
T-700. Thisis another corner-heavy road, rising to Prades
and then heading out into the woods. "It's almost like the
Black Forest when the trees close in,"' notes Weeble. Our
plan is to shoot the very twistiest section... But we find the
road closed by a policeman and a guy with a radio. "We're
testing arally car. It'll be ten minutes,” they explain. Sure
enough, a World Rally Car arrives, yanks the handbrake to
turn, then disappears again. When we ride down the road,
there's rubber tracing his lines through half the corners
and stones scattered aver the rest. No pics here, then...

So we press on to Montserrat, which isn't quite as close

. as I'd thought. The cross-country C-241is pleasant
enough, but it has a weak hand in the scenery stakes after
what we've already ridden through. At Igualada we jump
on the motorway for a couple of junctions, then head up
and around the rock massif of Montserrat. It's beautiful -
the maddest scenery of the day. It's also brilliant to ride.
Despite being so close to bustling Barcelona, the roads

;are p_retly mgch deserted. It's as close to heaven as | can The BR-1101jwith the

I Imagine getting. No wonder they built a monastery here, L Montserrat massifin
Sadly, it's along way from our overnight stop. We drop “the background, As

down to Manresa and pick up the C-25 which hurries into ' ﬁ' to heaven as you
t 2l ‘
the Pyrenees. Tomorrow, it's mountains... car get on two \‘ L3

BA 7 lA’\’ SPORT TOURING 7'3' Top of your list of touring essentials

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/
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Catalonia

Barcelonais great for a city break, but the
best riding roads are out of town...

::%ﬁ; ;;«-F ‘fah" r

A Pk
é{:i-a:a.f'&'—h rn-,.gs- o

.rﬁ\. Fh$ il

HERE'S S0 MUCH more to Catalonia than just Barcelona.
This huge and prosperous province extends from the
Pyrenees down to the mouth of the Ebro river — and in
between s a land rich in landscapes. Mountains, plains, rolling

hills, forests, farmland and ancient towns... Catalonia has it all, It feels
different to other parts of Spain, busier in places — which makes the
miles of empty, curling tarmac all the more rewarding.

COLERA

Colera nestles on the coast,
where the Pyrenees meet the
sea. Quieter than bustling Tossa,
it's an ideal base for biking with
a bit of a beach break thrown in.
Route 26

Hotel tip Hotel Totsompops,
www.totsompops.com

REUS
Tarragona's a fascinating city —
It makes a great base. Reus, just a

22 | REDE GUIDE TO SPAIN & PORTUGAL 2018

few miles inland, has less to do off
the bike but is better value and s
even closer to some of the best
roads in all of Spain. Both are
brilliant but we've based our two
routes around Reus.

Routes 27 & 28

Hotel tip Brea's Hotel,
www.breashotel.es

- J _;--.,, Py J;'h.l.' 5-!{'-.":" i '-:.:.':“ I' ey

TERRASSA

Like all huge cities, Barcelona's
ringed by satellite towns and
suburbs where you get more for
your money, Terrassa's handy
both for getting into the city, if
wyou want to explore it, and for
getting out into the hills.
Routes 22 & 23

Hotel tip Don Candido,
www.hoteldoncandido.com

TOSSA DE MAR

Halfway between Barcelona and
the French border is the fabulous
seaside resort of Tossa de Mar,
Yes, it's a touristy place... which

MUST-RID I BP-1103 Montserrat

RQ)AD

makes it perfect for bike tourists.
Especially with the array of
amazing roads around it.

Houte 25

Hotel tip Hotel Windsor,

www hotelwindsortossa.es

BARCELONA

The capital of Cataloniais packed
with culture, There's an efficient
public transport system if you
want to enjoy the nightlife, too,
From Gaudi's Sagrada Familia
cathedral and other mad
buildings and Giiell Park, to the
Las Ramblas promenade or the

Hugging the foot of the mountain, joining the equally scenic BF-1101-a
brilliant riding road in 2 landscape like a sci-fi mavie set: out of this warld.

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk




museums in Montjuic (get there
on the cable car), there's
something for everyone,
www.barcelonaturisme.com

DALI

Salvador Dali was bornin the
Catalan town of Figueres — and
he designed the museum here
dedicated to his life and work,
Well worth a visit (tickets are
€14). You can also visit his

house in nearby Cadaques (€711).

www.salvador-dali.org

LLEIDA

Dominated by its huge cathedral,

setinthe walls of an anclent
fortress, Lleida's a fascinating
small city packed with
monuments. As well as the La
Suda cathedral, be sure to visit

Satisfy your inner adventure

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/

Catalonia has so many
amazing roads — this is the
C-242 outside Tarragona

the Templar Castle of Gardeny
while you're there,
www.turismedelleida.cat

MONTSERRAT

Perched onthe sideof a
mountain like the setting for a
Game of Thrones siege, the
Abbey of Montserrat — still home
to monks —is truly impressive.
You can ride up to it or arrive in
style by cable car...
www.abadiamontserrat.cat

ROSES
This small seaside town is packed

\ with history — from megaliths to

fortresses, It's also home to
three-Michelin-starred El Bulli,

. one of the best restaurants In the
. world: don't turn up in bike gear-..
L www.visitroses.cat

OUR ROUTES

Catalonia

MONTSERRAT
MAJOR
Start/finish Terrassa
Distance 170 miles
Riding time & hours
Loasely based on routes for
bike launches, this ride takesin

the majestic Montserrat massif

before rushing off on quieter,
twistier roads.

MONTSERRAT
MINOR
Start/finish Terrassa
Distance 150 miles
Riding time 5 hours
Running in the other direction,
this alternative loop throws in
a few different roads before
climaxing with the run up the
majestic Montserrat range.

WEST OF
BARCELONA
Start/finish Castelldefels
Distance 155 miles
Riding time 5 hours
This route starts with broad,
smooth roads in the morning,
but things get narrower in the
afternoon, before crossing
Sitges to return on the coast
road. A crazy corner count,

WHO GIVES A
TOSSA DE MAR
Start/finish Tossa de Mar
Distance 160 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours

GUIDE TO SPAIN & PORTUGAL 2017 fMDE | 23

Another route that combines
madly twisty coastal roads
with the insane inland
mountain roads of Catalonia.
Measure it not in miles per
hour but corners per hour.

COLERA
Start/finish Colera
Distance 200 miles
Riding time 6.5 hours
Biking surf ‘'n' turf: from the
coast to the peaks. This full
day in the saddle takes the
incredibly twisty N-260 over
the border to France, hugging
the coast to the tourist
favourite Collioure, before
piling into the Pyrenees,

REUS ROUTE1
Start/finish Reus
Distance 160 miles
Riding time 5 hours
Evenina country packed
with amazing riding, the roads
around Reus are something
else. So many corners you
could get dizzy? Maybe...

REUS ROUTE 2
Start/finish Reus
Distance 220 miles
Riding time 7 hours
An alternative route, with

even more astonishingly twisty

roads. Most are broad, some
are narrow, all are beautifully
surfaced. A long day's ride,

Yz y .| "M:YADHENTIRE,_JJAII
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The Pyrenees

When it comes to mountain roads and border-hopping, the Pyrenees haveit all

OU MIGHT JUST have the ride of your life in the Pyrenees.
They have everything — from swooping, rolling hill-country
roads to towering passes with hairpins and huge vistas, not
to mention tiny roads and hidden villages. The most famous
road is the N-260, running the length of the mountains and delivering a
fabulous ride — but there's so much more to discover. You could spend
the next ten years exploring the Pyrenees and never have a dull ride.

AINSA

This quiet town in the central
Pyrenees really is at the heart of
this great riding area, Whichever

way you go, there's a great road,
Routes 31 32 & 33

Hotel tip Meson de 'Ainsa,
http://mesonainsa.com

PAMPLONA

There's much more to the
beautiful city of Pamplona than
the annual festival that sees the
running of the bulls. It's packed
with character and history — and

The N-260 is the most

it's the perfect base for exploring.
Routes 29 & 30

Hotel tip Pamplona Catedral,
www.pamplonacatedralhotel.com

RIPOLL

This Catalan ski town might just
be the ultimate Pyrenean base.
There's a wide selection of hotels,
the town centre bustles with life
and it's ideal for exploring both
the Spanish and French sides

ol the mountalns.

Routes 34, 35, 36 & 37

Hotel tip La Trobada,

http:/ /latrobadahotel.com

BARDENAS REALES
Mot so much off the bike as
off the tarmac. This is Spain's

| northern desert {where desert

scenes for Game of Thrones

| were filmed). It's 42,500 wildly

beautiful hectares.
www . bardenasreales.es

CASTLES

Flenty of impressive
fortifications to visit. The
fabulous lavier and Loarre
castles are on our two-castle
route (route 40) but the most
impressive is the fairy-tale spec
Royal Palace of Olite.

www turismonavara.es

GORGES

Between Pamplona and laca

are twao gorgeous gorges: Foz de
Lumbier and Foz de Arbayun.

Great views... or pack walking
shoes to explore properly.
www.turismonavarra.es

ISABENA RALLY

A light-hearted organised rally —
mostly on the road, with a little
light off-roading on simple tracks.
It's based around a bike-friendly
camp site (also has chalets). The
Rally is on September 1-2; the
campsite's good all year round.
www.isabena.eu/en

SAN JUAN DE LA PENA
In the hills south of Jacals a
manastery built into a cliff. San

| Juande la Pena's as impressive

as it is bizarre — well worth a visit.
www.monasteriosanjuan.com

SOS DEL REY CATOLICO
A well-preserved walled town
with a 12th century castle, Gothic

C-28 Sort to Vielha
Climbing high Into the mountains, towards France, it's two lanes of
perfect tarmac with the finest hairpins and best views in the Pyrenees.

Top of your list of touring essentials

BATTLANX sPorTr TOuUrRING T 37
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palace and impressive church.
Like stepping back in history.
www.sosdelreycatolico.com

TORRECIUDAD

Perched on a hilltop with a
spectacular view to the south

of Ainsa, Torreciudad is a religious
centre that even the secular

can appreciate.
www.torreciudad.org

ZARAGOZA

Okay, not so muchinthe
mountains as in the plains below
them, but Aragon's largest city
has a spectacular cathedral and
the biggest Moorish site outside
Andalusia, the Aljaferia palace.
WWW.Zaragoza.es

OURROUTES

The Pyrenees

PAMPLONATO
FRANCE
Start/finish Pamplona
Distance 195 miles
Riding time & hours
From Pamplona Into the
Pyrenees, across the epic Col de
|a Pierre 5t Martin, riding along
the quiet, twisty French side of

Pled-de-Port, then back onthe
even twistier Col de Garzela,

BEASQUE PYRENEES
Start/finish FPamplona
Distance 175 mies
Riding time 5.5 hours
Mever mind France or Spain
this route's Basque all the way...
regardless of the national flags.
It's a full day of glorious gorges
and passes, mostly on the
Spanish side of the mountains
with a short detour to the
French side — but ask the
locals and it's all one country.

e

AINSA ROUTE1
Start/finish Alnsa
Distance 105 miles
Riding time 5 hours
A relaxed taste of high-
mountain riding (including
the impressive Vielha and
Aragnouet tunnels) looping Into

France before returning to Ainsa.

AINSA ROUTE 2
Start/finish Ainsa
Distance 235 miles
Riding time © hours
A longer day in the saddle,
sweeping through the foothills
of the Pyrenees before climbing
into the peaks with mile after

| mile of amazing riding.

AINSA ROUTE 3
Start/finish Ainsa
Distance 190 miles
Riding time & hours
A mix of broad, smooth roads
and narrow, bumpy, fiendishly

twisty ones through the
majestically untamed
mountains. Ideal for adventure

bikes, not so sultable for plillons.

RIPOLL ROUTE1
Start/finish Ripoll
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 5 hours
Some of the twistiest roads
you'll ever ride — wide, well-
surfaced and guaranteed to
put a smile on your face.
Spectacular views are just
a part of the package.

RIPOLL ROUTE 2
Start/finish Ripoll
Distance 190 mile
Riding time © hours
Got a taste for the mountains?
Try this longer ride that takes in
even twistier, occasionally
narrower roads. If you like
corners, the GI-402 might
just blow your mind.

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

. passes and gorges of the
. French Pyrenees — induding the

The spectacular BV-4241
— ride it on Ripoll Route 1

RIPOLLROUTE 3
Start/finish Ripoll
Distance 195 miles
Riding time & hours
How many bends do you want
toride on one trip? This full-
day'sride skirts the cities
of Girona and Vic, stringing
together another seemingly
endless succession of madly
twisty roads,

RIPOLL

ROUTE 4 -
FRENCH ADVENTURE
Start/finish Ripoll
Distance 220 miles
Riding time 7 hours
A seriously challenging day in
the saddle, crossing the border
to ride the narrow, often bumpy

awesome Col de Pailheres, Great
for adventure bikes, tough on
passengers though.
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OTHERROUTESIN

North-East Spain

SORT-ED
Start/finish Sort
Distance 220 miles
Riding time & hours
This route has everything: fast
sweepers: tight hairpins; guiet
roads; epic views... For a shorter
version, stay on the C-13 from
Tremp to La Pobla de Segur.

JACA ALL TRADES
Start/finish laca
Distance 205 miles
Riding time & hours
Some spectacular roads (and

‘IT’S AS CLOSE
TOHEAVEN AS
1CAN IMAGINE
GETTING’

i

one rough one, for a few miles
outside Ansd) on both sides of
the mountains. The route can he
shortened on the motorway to
laca from Sabinanigo,

TWO-CASTLE
LOOP
Start/finish Sos del Rey Catolico
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 4.5 hours
From the beautifully preserved
medieval town of Sos del Rey
Catolico, It's a short ride to Javier
Castle. Alonger run gets you to

Loarre Castle. There are plenty
of narrow roads toa ride, so don't
spend too long prowling the
pattlements before getting back
on the hike.

BARDENAS REALES
Start/finish Tausie
Distance 125 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
Half of this route is on unpaved
roads through the Bardenas
Rezles desert — ideal for
adventure bikes; not
recommended for road bikes

(though it hasbeen done). It
returns to tarmacto headto a
lunch stop, so take your own
water and stop/drink regularly
while riding in the Bardenas.

IGUALADA - DONE
Start/finish igualada
Distance 165 miles
Riding time 5 hours
A lald-back ride from the
foothills of the Montserrat
massif to the foothills of the
Pyrenees. Lovely flowing roads
with hardly a trace of traffic.

The climb to the
Montserrat monestery

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk
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Moving further inland and the riding gets better and
better, despite the distance from the coast

] A T A e
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Satisfy your inner adventure

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/ BA J ] MJYA‘D EN Tm‘Ef 14’
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The staggering
CV-580: gorge-ous
Right: Rehydrating
in Dos Aguas

Far right: The truly
awesome N330a

HE CENTRE OF Spain’s a conundrum. It would be easy to
dismissit as flat and dusty and dull... Easy — and totally

wrong. There are large expanses of sun-baked plains

traversed by arrow-straight highways, but there are also
successive chains of hills where fragrant pine forests shade twisty
roads and deep gorges provide spectacular views. The heart of Spain's
a land of contradictions: big cities and tiny villages, Roman bridges
beside modern motorways. It's easy to rush south on the boring roads,
but it's so much better to get off them.

ALBARRACIN

One of the best-preserved
villages in Spain: Albarracin.,

E xplore the steep, narrow streets
and soak up the atmosphere.
Route 45

Hotel tip Hotel Dona Blanca,
www.albarracindonablanca.com

CUENCA

Surrounded by high hills,
Cuenca's a gem. Explore the old
town and visit the hanging
houses, clinging to the dliffs.
Routes 46 & 47

Hotel tip Hotel Torremangana,
www hoteltorremangana.com

BATTLANX sPORrRT TOURING T 37

SORIA

The compact city of Soriais a
charming slice of cld-school
Spain — with a fabulous main
square, narrow streets and
unspoilt atmosphere —
surrounded by modern suburbs
with all the amenities the visiting
hiker needs.

Routes 43 & 44

Hotel tip: Parador de Soria,
www. parador.es

MUST=RID %
ROAD

VALENCIA

It's a massive city, but a
fascinating one — and best
enjoyed whenit's not MotoGP
weekend. From the central
market to the modern “city o
arts and sciences” to museums
to the nightlife, it's a fabulous
place to visit.

Koutes 48 & 49

Hotel tip Hotel Vista al So
https:/ /hotelvistaalsol.com

ALCANIZ

The nearest town to the
Motorland Aragon GP circult,
Alcaniz is dominated by the huge
castle frowning down from the hill
above the town. Try the local
delicacy sausages and cakes
while you're there,
www.alcaniz.es

ARES DEL MAESTRE

One of the most dramatic villages
imaginable, on aspur of a
mountain with a towering flat
peak rising aboveit,

www . turismoruralcastellon.com

BELMONTE

Huge and well-preserved castle
s a treat to tour at any time. On
September 22-23 it's hosting a
medieval combat championship...
hitp:/ /castillodebelmonte.com

MOLINOS CRYSTAL CAVES
It can get hot in central Spain but
it's always cool in the caves.
These ones are dripping with
spectacular crystals. Entry is €7.
www.grutasdecristal.com

MORELLA
One of our favourite towns in

CV-580 Dos Aguas to Bicorp

There are so many brilliant roads but this long, beautiful gorge-road
south of Valencia is truly mind-blowing,

Tr:up of your list of touring essentials

30| REDE GUIDE TO SPAIN & PORTUGAL 2018



2

(S
Fs
iy

Spain and a great base (see route
R9), it's a fascinating historic gem
of a place, still encircled by walls
to this day and crowned with a
massive castle.

www . morellaturistica.com

SAGUNTO

History has left its mark on
Sagunto — Hannibal kicked the
Romans out on his way to Italy,

El Cid temporarily evicted the
Moors and even Napoleon had a
crack at it. Lots to see and do, but
the castle's the star,
www.aytosagunto.es

SANTO DOMINGO DE SILOS
This village's cemetery may look
familiar: Sergio Leone filmed the
climax of The Good, The Bad and
the Ugly here. Ironic, asit's a
beautiful, well-preserved place
and a huge abbey.
www.turismocastillayleon.com

SIGUENZA

A fabulous historic town with

a spectacular cathedral and
well-preserved castle (now a
particularly luxurious Parador).
WWW.SIgUENzZa.es

OUR ROUTES

East of Madrid

SORIA LAKES
Start/finish Soria
Distance 190 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
This route runs from the sleepy
little city of Soria through
woods and past anumber of
lakes to Santo Domingo de Silos.
It's a real mix of riding with
everything from broad, stralght
roads to narrow hairpins.

SORIA — MORE
DEMANDA
Start/finish Soria
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
Another runupinto the
beautiful Sierra de la Demanda
— using some more demanding
roads as well as the mostly
broad, smooth ones. An ideal

[t %
¥ =
iy 1 g
—

run for adventure hikes, with
some spectacular views.

RAH-SIN, NOT
RACIN’
Start/finish Albarracin
Distance 165 miles
Riding time 5 hours
One of the more popular routes
in our original Guide to Spain
was this ride around the city of
Teruel — now adjusted to run
from the charmingly authentic
town of Albarracin, with some
extra recommended roads
. engineered Iin to make the ride
even better,

CUENCALOOP1
Start/finish Cuenca
Distance 210 miles
' Riding time 6.5 hours

The A-226 near Allepuzin
Aragon, in rush hour..

Cuenca is an absolute gem:it's a
small city that is packed with
history. Better still, it's
surrounded by amazing roads.
This route — which has been
developed from another popular
ridein the 2014 guide — swoops
out through the Serrania de
Cuenca national park and the
rolling foothills beyond.

CUENCALOOP 2
Start/finish Cuenca
Distance 210 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
With so many great roads in the
Serrania de Cuenca, one route
isn't enough... This one uses
many of the “you should have
ridden..." suggestions we

received after the first guide
| was published.

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

VALENCIA ROUTE1
Start/finish Valencia
Distance 210 miles

. Riding time 0.5 hours

There's some truly staggering
riding to be found in the hills
inland from Valendia. This first
route uses mostly broad,
flowing roads that curl across
the rugged hillsides, between

| olive and orange groves,

VALENCIA ROUTE 2
Start/finish Valencia
Distance 170 miles

- Riding time & hours

This alternative route through
the wild hills inland from Valencia
includes some of the mare
challenging single-lane roads as
well as the broader, faster and
more flowing ones.
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this small friendly walled town. It
is unspoilt Spain at its finest,
Routes 54 & 55

Hotel tip Parador de Ciudad
Rodrigo, www.parador.es

EL BARCO DE AVILA

Sleepy town on the north-west
edge of the Sierra de Gredos
andideal for explaring the hills
of Extremadura.

Routes 56 & 57

Hotel tip Hotel Mirador de Gredos,
www.hotelmiradordegredos.com

MUST-R

ROAD

Have di’nrﬁr’ﬁ ﬁiemah squana of
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| -;h‘i‘ahﬁimfaWWrourﬂed by
'.'aﬁmnishlngmaﬂs - but worth

Expﬁm'lngnﬁthe bike as well,

‘especially the huge monastery,

Routes 52 & 53

Hotel tip Parador de Guadalupe,
www.parador.es

SEGOVIA

Spoilt for choice for things to see
in Segovia, from the agueduct to
the Alcazar, A fabulous place to
explore — and if you must gointo
Madrid, stay here and take the
train in to town.

Routes 50 & 51

)E | N-502 Avila to Espiel

This is a thrilling road climbing over the Sierra de Gredos at Puerto del
Pico and delivering thrills all the way from Avila to Andalusia,

www.avilaturismo.com

The old town's called Ciuded
Monumental... tells you all you
need to know. Fascinating,
well-preserved and beautiful
www.turismoextremadura.com

CASTLES

Lots of fantastic castles to visit.
Start with Coca, Mombeltan and
Manzanares el Real... but most
major towns will have a historic
fort somewhere nearby.

Think you've seen animpressive
main square? Not until you've
been to Salamanca. Plenty more
to seein the historic core of this
husy city, too,
www.salamanca.es

SAN LORENZO DE

EL ESCORIAL

A small town with a gigantic
manastery — like Hogwarts, only
bigger, Beautiful and fascinating
in equal measure.
https://el-escorial.com

TOLEDO

Somuch to seein Toledo - from
the Moorish Alcazar to the
Chrristian cathedral and the white
synagogue, not to mention the

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk




‘THE RIDING HERE
CAN BE TRULY
EXCEPTIONAL

walls, the bridges, the sword
makers... Fabulous place,
www.turismo.toledo.es

VALLEY OF THE FALLEN

A sombre memarial to the dead
of the Spanish Civil War, and also
features the world's largest
free-standing cross.
www.valledeloscaidos.es

Coca Castle — just oneof
Spain's historic gems
Above: Segovia agueduct
Top: The EX-322 at the
La Serena reservoir

M

West of Madrid

SEGOVIA FORESTS
Start/finish Segovia
Distance 175 miles
Riding time € hours
This loop from the historic city
of Segovia heads out through
the nearby hills, cimaxing with
the climb through the thickly
forested Sierra de Guadarrama.

SEGOVIA
SIGHTSEEING
Start/finish Segovia
Distance 200 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
A full day with lots to see — from
the Valley of the Fallen and the
huge Hogwarts-like monastery
at San Lorenzo de El Escorial to
Coca castle. And that's without
detouring into historic Avila...

GUADALUPE LAKES
Start/finish Guadalupe
Distance 2.6 miles
Riding time & hours
There's only one word to
describe the riding around
Guadalupe: extraordinary.
5tringing together scenic lakes,
this route has a few straight
stretches to give you a break
from the madly twisty roads.

OUR ROUTES
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GUADALUPETO
GREDOS
Start/finish Guadalupe
Distance 200 miles
Riding time 6 hours
It's a cliché to call Spanish
roads "perfectly surfaced" or
“traffic-free", But that's the
only way to describe the roads
on this ride from Guadalupe to
the Slerra de Gredos.

EXTREME-MADURA
Start/finish
Ciudad Rodrigo
Distance 175 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
Ciudad Rodriga’s a strong
candidate for our favourite stop
on our photoshoot trip: a lovely
maln square, great restaurants,
non-touristy. Real Spain. Better
still, it's the ideal jumping-off
point for one of our favourite
rides, through the wild hills of
Extremadura. Sublime roads
and beautiful scenery.

A TASTE OF DOURO
Start/finish

Ciudad Rodrigo

Distance 210 miles

Riding time 6 hours

el

This route heads into
Extremadura’s Sierra de Francia
mountain range, then dashes
across the plains to ride the
fabulous, twisty road that
traces the course of the Douro
River on the Portuguese side of
the border.

SIERRA DE GREDOS
Start/finish
El Barco de Avila
Distance 195 miles
Riding time 6 hours
This sublime day's riding takes
in the beautifully flowing roads
along the north and south sides
of the rugged Sierra de Gredos,
crossing the mountains at the

| epic Puerto del Pico.

EXTRA
EXTREMADURA
Start/finish E| Barco de Avila
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 6 hours
Want toride the Extreme-
madura route from Ciudad
Rodrigo andthe Sierra de
Gredos route from El Barco de
Avila? Easy: this version of the
Extreme-Madura route runs
from El Barco de Avila..,

Satisfy your inner adventure

B4 FM,YADHEMTM€7441

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/
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ciffs ﬂf a speétatular gnrge* the
other }eaps Hcﬂ;i‘ﬁﬁ DU-’EIFEE
cascade of hairpins, A hemerday
on a bike is hard toimagine.

MORELLA, CHERRY
PICKED

Start/finish Morella

Distance 220 miles

Riding time 6.5 hours

Morella's a fantastic historic
walled town. The only catch: the
garage is a walk from the hotel.
This day's ride swoops through
an astonishing landscape,
visiting other fascinating towns.

BATTLANX sporT rouriInG T 37

. aren
| crossedby senaaghmfadmh ol
| butifyouheadtowards Portugal .

from the historic city of Zamora
you can find plenty of brilliant
bends Lo enjoy,

KEEPIT REAL
Start/finish Ciudad Real
Distance 210 miles
Riding time 5 hours
The Cabaneros hills are crossed
by some madly twisty roads —
the best of which are used in this
flowing, rewarding ride. Note that
there aren't many towns or
villages here - it's just unspoilt
nature — soit's a late lunch stop.
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El Portillo, on
the SA-201in

flows ﬂm; thmughme
surrounding hills and past the
Castillo del Cid at Jadraque.

TOLEDO

Start/finish Toledo
Distance 215 miles
Riding time & hours
5itting on a bendin a river on the
plains south of Madrid, historic
Toledo is surrounded by some
pretty flat, straight roads — great
for a relaxed pillion ride.
Especially as they eventually
lead to some hillier areas with
better, twistier roads...

Top of your list of touring essentials
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sun-baked heart o Mnaﬁms;aam sabandof
n'tind-hiuwing riding for the touring motorcyclist

OR WHAT ilke good reasons at the
time, we set off early —in theory to
research arecommended road | haven't
ridden. Except within two corners of turning
onto the A-4152, I recognise it from the
launch of the first Triumph Tiger Explorer

in 2013, It's a great road - twisty with massive views out

across the countryside, though this early in the morning
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- much of the land is <tillin deap shadow the contrast when

the low sun hits blindingly into my eyesis almost painful

The road climbs up and over alow pass, the Puerto de los
Alazores, before joining the bigger but bumpier A-341tn
Loja. It's a good ride, but too short: at Loja we jump onthe
A92 motorway. There s a heap of briliant riding between
Colmenar and Granada, but we're skipping it to spend as
much time in the Skerra Nevada as possible.

In fact, we're barely scratching the surface of the
mountains outside Granada on this trip - but we are doing
two roads in detall First on the list Is the broad A-395, the
main road up the mountain. It hits 3000m at the top,

Satisfy your inner adventure

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/
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steep mile_r,pad-md wirh tightturns tu Heeg:r
you on your toes, broad sweepers and sharply inclined
stralghts to work the engine... and, today, a Guardia Civil
car to keep us honest. There is alittle traffic but it's hardly
busy (not on a Tuesday). About half the cars seem

shrouded In disruptive wraps, being tested by the factories.,

We stop for a coffee at the top, then descend on the
— for my money — even better A-4025. It has even tighter

We tumﬂff it just before it rejﬂfn& H‘leﬁ—?.»gﬁfhaif-.nm‘f
up the mur]tam‘] to take an insanely narrow, twisty, steep
back-road to GUéjar Sierra. It's a shortcut to the broad
GR-320 above the Rio Genil reservoir and then the
GR-3201— and this is an utterly unmissable road. It
has everything, from tight uphill hairpins to fourth-gear

sweepers, long straights to chicane-like direction changes.

That's southern Spain in 2 nutshell: amazing but diverse
roacds and perfect weather. It's biking Nirvana.

GUIDE TO SPAIN
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Granada and Murcia

The bottom corner of Spain has a perfect combination of coast and mountains

HERE DOES THE south of Spain begin? At the border | OFF THE BIKE CAVERNS

between Castilla-La Mancha and Andalusia? We've | THE ALCAZABA OF | Inthe hills above Alicante is the
Inclucded some of La Manchain our 'south’ as there's | ALMERIA . huge Canelobre Cave, filled with

alaid-back attitude, 3 dry heat and a rugged, dusty Never mind the Alhambra, spectacular rock formations.
beauty that transcends the political boundaries of the Spanish Almerfa's Moorish castleis every | Smaller but no less impressive
provinces, Thisis a land once ruled by the Moars, the Romans.., the | bitasimpressive and half as busy. | arethe caves of Sorbas.
Carthaginians, History and geography make It perfect for touring. Lots of walking though: don't try https:/ /turismobusot.com
| Itin bike boots.. www.cuevasdesorbas,com
WHERE TO STRY | RIOPAR | W wiw.turismodealmeriaorg

CARBONERAS | This sleepy town on the edge | . COWBOYS

Mestled on the south-east | of the Sierrade SegLrais THE ALHAMBRA - Inthe heyday of the spaghett]
corner of Spainis this seaside surrounded by some trulby | Not to be done on a whim, or westerns, the Tabernas desert
resort. Plenty of restaurants for | astonishing roads. | inbike kit. Book ahead, for a stoodin for the American West,
the evening, sandy beach for off , Routes 68, 69 & 70 . morning or afternoon visit, which | Two film sets are now theme

the bike... and amazing riding, Hotel tip El Cortijo Puente Faco, | Includes a time slot for entering parks. Not suitable for doing in kit
Rotfes 718& 72 www.cortijopuentefaco.es . theNavacelles Palace. I'sworth | and expensive, but memorable.

Hotel tip El Trebol Hotel,

taking a day off the bike for this. | nitpe/ Sfortbravooficial.com

http:/ /hoteleltreboles - ROQUETAS DEMAR | www.alhambra.org WWW.Dasysparquetermatico.com
- Rather than the big city of |
GRANADA Almeria, why not stay Ina proper | BEACHES '~ ROMANS
Somuch to see in Granada, holiday resort? Roquetasis a Southern Spain and beaches go It may be named after Rome's
It's a huge city but the oid town charming seaside town with an ' together like ice-cream and - enemy Carthage, but there’s
and the Alhambra are the key | amazing beach. . flakes. For a quality day off, head more trace of the conguering
i attractions. For riding it's better | Epﬂtes Erﬁ &53 -tﬂ Eat;m :zhe Eata o mwﬁpﬂ italians irr Cartagena l:uday t'ﬂth
u to stay on the edge; for : tiful be:
- A ..sighbﬁeveiﬁg. you ﬂeeﬁ‘aﬂﬂﬂﬂi_

WMUST _RIDE
ROAD

Makes many 'great’ Alpine passes look a bit tame. Imagine Stelvio with a
better surface, better bends, better views and none of the traffic.

i AL—BlUZ Tahemas t::: lenla Altn de ‘Jeleflque

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk
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South-eastern Spain

GRANDA AND THE
SIERRA NEVADA
Start/finish Granada
Distance 190 miles
Riding time & hours
This route really builds up —
from the foothills of the Sierra
Nevada, over the Ragua Pass,
then finally climbing the
spectacular roads to the
summit (or as close as you
can go). A stunning day's ride,

WILD SIERRA
Start/finish Granada
Distance 205 miles
Riding time 6.5 hours
As well as sharing some of the
broad, smooth, fast roads with |
the main Sierra Mevada route,
this longer and more- |
challenging ride mixes in some
stretches of tighter, narrower
{and bumpier) roads through a
very wild landscape. Suits
adventure bikes.

ROQUETAS ROUTE 1
Start/finish
Roguetas de Mar
Distance 160 miles
Riding time 6.5 hours
From the seaside resort to
Roguetas, this route swoops
inland over some of the
craziest, twistiest roads we
Know: absolutely staggering,
NB: don't panic if the Garmin

Top of your list of touring essentials
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OUR ROUTES

maps haven't caught up with
which roads are paved and
which ones aren't...

ROQUETAS ROUTE 2
Start/finish
Roguetas de Mar
Distance 165 miles
Riding time 6.5 hours
While it shares some of the
roads with the main Roguetas
route, this variation uses more
of the single-track roads that
criss-cross the wild, isolated
hills. Brilliant riding but a fair bit
more demanding than the
alternative route,

RIOPAR ROUTE 1—
DEVILISHLY GOOD
Start/finish Riopar
Distance 160 miles
Riding time 4.5 hours
This route through the isolated
hills of Castille takes its name
from two viewpoints
(Miradors) it passes: del Diablo
and del Infierno. But rather than
being hell on wheels, this
devilishly fun ride is definitely
our idea of heaven,

RIOPAR ROUTE 2
Start/finish Ricpar
Distance 190 miles
Riding time C hours
Ouwr first Guide fo Spainhad a
route based at Villanueva del

Arzobispo, purely to let usride
the highlight road of this route;
the A-31/. Recommendations
from RIDE readers have
fine-tuned it to produce this
rmind=blowing ride,

RIOPARROUTE 3 —
WARREN'S GAME
Start/finish Riopar
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
The core of this route was
shared with us by reader
Warren Edwards. Combining
his route with ours and some
other recommended roads
prompted us to shift our base
of operations from Villaneuva
to Riopar. This route combines
his favourite road with the
others fram our original route,
Nice work, Warren.

SEA TO SKY

Start/finish Carboneras
Distance 190 miles
Riding time ©.5 hours
From the coastal resort of
Carboneras, to the hairpin-
heaven of Alto de Velefique
(think Stelvio Pass without the
traffic), this route features a lot
of roads that have been used
for bike launches. Broad and
fast, narrow and challenging.

ALTER VELEFIQUE
Start/finish Carboneras
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
This shorter alternative route
runs in the opposite direction to
the original, with alternative
roads, tackling Alto de
Velefigue as a descent rather
than a climb. Just as thrilling,

Coffee at 2600m — on
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Andalusia

The southern-most region has everything -
scenery, roads, food and culture

HE LAND BETWEEN Granada and the Portuguese border is
the sunny heart of Andalusia, where white-painted villages
hover in the heat haze, surrounded by olive groves, Let the
tourists keep the Costa del Sol while we take to the sierras,

shaded by cork groves and revelling in the fantastic roads. The riding in
Andalusia is so sublimely, transcendently good that even thoughit's a
long way away, it's absolutely worth the effort of getting there,

B Tl B -
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RERE 1V S 1AY
ARACENA

A guaint, artsy little townin the
hills abowve the Rio Tinto, with a
compact castle and amuseum
dedicated ta ham {with tastings).
Routes 78 & 79

Hotel tip Los Castarios,
www.loscastanoshotel.com

JAEN

A fabulous city stuffed with great
places to visit — the castle, the
cathedra, the Arab baths, the
Villardompardo Palace... As
fascinating as Granada but half
the size. Good riding on the
doorstep, too,

Routes 73 & 74

Hotel tip Hotel Infanta Cristing,
www hotelinfantacristina.com

MALAGA

An easy base with good facilities
— espedcially for fly-ride trips
picking up a hire-bike. If you're
there for the Feria (August 11-18)

yz J. FMX'ABVENTU?JE?@I :

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/

you're in for a treat.

Routes 75 & 76

Hotel tip Hotel Cortijo la Reina,
www.hotelcortijolareina.com

RONDA

A popular destination with

loads to see — a great old town,
spectacular gorge — and amazing
roads Inevery direction.

Route 77

Hotel tip Hotel Sevilla,
http://sevillaronda-hotels.com

% II-\. =
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OFF THE BIKE
ANTEQUERA

Fabulous old town is well worth a
visit — but head out into the hills
for the spectacular, bizarre,
blasted-rock landscape of El Toral
- It's worth a look.

www torcaldeantequera.com

MUS 'B )E

Possibly the most charming city
in Spain, with palaces and
gardens galore, a glorious old
town... and the Mezquita: a huge
mosque with a cathedral
superimposedin the centre.
www.mezquitacordoba.org

CORDOBA ‘

EL CHORRO

A small village in a glant
landscape. Great lakes nearby but
the big draw Is the Caminito del
Rey — a spectacular gorge walk.
Book in advance; don't wear bike
gear — you'll want cool clothing
and walking boots. Awesome.
www.caminitodelrey.info

GRAZALEMA

Our favourite of the pueblos
blancos — the white towns. Full
of character and with great
restaurants, Perfect lunch stop.
www.turismograzalema.com

JEREZDELAFRONTERA
The home of sherry —and a
MotoGP race — Jerezis a
fascinating city. It has an alcazar,

a huge cathedral and dancing
horses, A wonderful place but it's
best when there's no racing,

| www.turismojerez.com

MONTEFRIO

A sleepy but stunning village
crowned by a ruined castle — the
big attractionis the ride here but
it repays a bit of exploring.
www.montefric.org

SEVILLA

Another big Spanish city that
manages to have a small-town
feel, thanks to the old town's
narrow streets. The Alcazar

is spectacular, the cathedral
impressive and the Easter
parades simply have to be
seen to be believed,
wiww.visitsevilla.es

" TARIFA

Nice beaches, quaint castle,
some good cafes... but Tarifa's
about the sea. On one side, the
Atlantic; on the other, the Med,
It's a quietly magical place.
https:/ /turismodetarifa.com

A-397 San Pedro de Alcantara to Ronda

Probably the definitive Andalusian mountain road — long, twisty and
thrilling. lust don't ride it at the weekend: toa busy.

Satisfy your inner adventure
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NOT-SO-PLAIN
JAEN
Start/finish Jaen
Distance 175 miles
Riding time & hours
This route through the
olive-growing heartland around
Jlaénis afantastic day's ride.
Some narrower roads on the
first run to Bedmar, broader,
flowing roads to Castillo de
Locubin, then the amazingly
twisty A-6050 to finish,

JAEN'S
ADVENTURES
Start/finish Jaen
Distance 20 miles
Riding time £.5 hours
This long route heads north
from Jaén through the wild
Sierra de Anduiar, looping back
past the beautiful town of
Ubeda. A full day’s ride with
some narrow roads, through
rmile after mile of unspoilt
countryside.

MALAGATO
MONTEFRIO
Start/finish Malaga
Distance 215 miles
Riding time 7 hours
This full day's ride is the latest

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

OUR ROUTES

South-western Spain

evalution of one of our
favourite rides in Andalusia —
from Malaga to the town of
Montefrio and on, through the
quiet olive groves and hills on
smooth, serpentine roads.

MALAGA TO RONDA

Start/finish Ialaga
Distance 210 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
This route loops east from
Malaga, passing Ronda for
lunch by beautiful Lake Zahara,
returning past the equally
lovely Guadalhorce lzkes. Note
though that the Garmin maps
incorrectly think one stretch of
the route is unpaved: itisn't.
Thisis all tarmac.

RONDA

Start/finish Ronda
Distance 175 miles
Riding time & hours
All that's great about riding in
Andalusia in one route —it's
no wonder so many of these
roads are used for bike
launches (but not our favourite
one — the ultra-tight Las
Palomas pass between
| Grazalemaand Zahara).
| Can get busy at weekends.

ARACENA AND THE

RIO TINTO
Start/finish Aracena
Distance 155 miles
Riding time 4.5 hours
Aracena's a charming
traditional town set in beautiful
countryside. But then you ride
south and — boom — you're in
an apocalyptic landscape of
blasted earth and pools of
blood-red water at the Rio
Tinto mines. Blink and you're
back in the countryside.
Brilliant riding — and views.

ARACENA
ALTERNATIVE
Start/finish Aracena
Distance 185 miles
| Riding time 5 hours

This alternative route rides the
amazing Rio Tinto road but in
the opposite direction, with
more of the wide, smooth,
scenic roads looping through
the wild countryside with its
changing nature.

ARCOSDELA
FRONTERA
Start/finish Arcos de
la Frontera
Distance 220 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
Frarm inland Arcos to the
Trafalga lighthouse and then
Tarifa — the southern-most
tip of Spain — past Gibraltar and
then, inland through the
spectacular Sierra de
Grazalema: what a ride!
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Southern Spain

COSTA BLANCA
Start/finish Alicante
Distance 160 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
Owr old friend Tony Lang met us
outside Alicante and showed us
some of his favourite roads
— which we've hijacked for this
stunning route through the
rmountains that rise behind the
beach resorts. Forget the sea,
this Is where the actionis...

CARTAGENA
COASTLINE
Start/finish Cartagena
Distance 160 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
This loop around the ancient city

of Cartagena swoops inland to
the edge of the Sierra Espunia,
before descending to have lunch
on abeach, hugging the coast
back to Cartagena,

ALMERIA THREE-
SIERRA LOOP
Start/finish Almeria
Distance 215 miles
Riding time / hours
Combining some of the best
roads from the Roguetas and
Carboneras routes — along with
some wilder, narrower stretches
and a bit of time-saving
motorway — this long day might
just be the ultimate Andalusian
riding adventure.

NERJA SURF

AND SIERRA
Start/finish Nerja
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 6 hours
From the sandy beaches of the
Med o the mountains of
southern Spain, this route has
more twists than an Agatha
Christie novel, The only mystery
here, though, is that the roads
are so good and yet so guiet,

SEVILLA & THE
ROUTE OF 300
CORNERS
Start/finish Seville
Distance 125 miles
Riding time & hours

One of the dozens
of hairpins on the

Alto de Velefique

This refinement of alocal
favourite loops out from the
fascinating city of Sevilla to the
‘Route of 3200 Corners' in the
Sierra de Hornachuelos. How
many corners in total? A lot
more than 300, that's for sure...

CORDOBA
Start/finish Cordoba
Distance 195 miles
Riding time & hours
Plenty to see on this route, from
the Mezquita in Cordoba to the
Alcazaba in Bujalance — but the
real attractionis the sun-kissed
tarmac scrolling its way through
the empty hills and across the
vast, empty plains,

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk
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UR PORTUGUESE ADVENTURE starts
gently, scrolling through the hills to the
N-222 at Peso da Régua. Down at river
levelit's largely straight and flat, but the
view across the water to the terraced
hills is lovely and | find myself enjoying
this relaxed cruise beside the broad flow of the Douro.

Theriding goes up a gear as we turn off - as do the
views. Clambering up the M-504 opens up an astonishing
panorama down over the river. The road's poorly surfaced
at first, so | worry it's a mistake - but leaving Valenca do
Douro it becomes smooth, broad and hugely engaging,
Speeds rise as we head south, picking up the N-229 and
then the N-330.. This Is astonishing riding, empty roads
that seem to be made up from equal parts of distance-
gobbling straights and reproductions of GP corners.

But this is just the warm-up, the support races, if you
like. The headline event is looming on the horizon — the
prooding mass of the Serra da Estrela mountains. From
Gouveia we head into them on the N-232, a liquorice lace
draped across a toast rack, climbing to above the tree line.

At Sela we pick up the road we're here to ride; the N-339,
often called the ‘Portuguese Stelvio'. It's different to the
ultra-tight Italian pass but deserves to be mentioned in the
same breath asit's absolutely one of the finest rides in
Europe. The landscape It crosses is beautiful in an austere,
rocky way. There is some greenery, but there's also the
insane right-angled retaining walls of the Lake Comprida.

The higher the N-339 climbs, the more awesome it
becomes, huge switchbacks and long, constant-radius
corners past huge boulder fields and patches of low,
scrubby scree and sand. At the top, we have an ice cream,

The descent to Covilhais noless thrilling, In fact, it might
be even more dramatic. The views are wide-screen
spectacular, but the straights are longer to start with,
cutting down past the Madonna carved Into a niche in the
rocks, swinging round and down in clipped corners and a
couple of dramatic hairpins to the town, What a ride.

TRIUMBH
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2 N-339 over the
Bita da Estrela
- '- puntains — the
_'_fi‘uﬂuguese Stelvio’.
It's awesome...
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F ANYONE WONDERED what motorbikes are for, the answer is:
MNorthern Portugal. The riding is simply out of this world —

from the

steep hills to the terraced vineyards of the Douro Valley and the

mountainous Sella da Estrela, with Portugal's highest peak, Torre.
The fun does start to fade the closer you get to Porto and the coast: too
many speed limits, too much traffic. So stay out in the countryside and
enjoy roads that could have been bullt with bikes in mind.

CHAVES

Five miles south of the border
with Spain, Chaves has a Roman
bridge and a nice town square.
Routes 87, 88 & 89

Hotel tip Forte de Sao Francisco,
www fortesaofrancisco.com

COVILHA

At the foot of the Serrada
Estrela, this university townis the
ldeal place to soak up Portuguese
culture off the bike,

Routes 80 & 91

yz ¥ ﬂmlvmusmrmqfﬁl

Hotel tip Hotel Dos Carqueijals,
www.unahoteis.com

SERTA

Who needs mountains when you
have hills like those around
Sertd? It's a restful town.

Routes 92 & 93

Hotel tip Convento da Serta Hotel
www.conventodasertahotel pt

MUST-R
R@AD
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BRAGANCA

A small city with a smaller-town
feel, thanks to the historic core
behind the well-preserved old
town walls, Lots to see including 2
sizeable castle, a cathedral, afine
ducal palace and Portugal's
oldest town hall,
https://visitbraganca.eu

- COIMBRA

Once the capital of Portugal,
Coimbrais crowned by a palace at
the top of the hill and stuffed with
beautiful historic buildings
between there and the lush river

banks below. Make sure to visit

N-339 Covilha to Seia

Clambering aver the Serra da Estrela mountains in a flurry of hairpins,
this awesome road earnt the nickname 'the Portuguese Stelvia,

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motor

the old cathedral.
www.sevelha-coimbra.org

DOURO RIVER CRUISE
People can spend days cruising
the Douro — but one-hour
cruises are available from several
points (we'd go for Pinhao or
Miranda do Doura). There are
several operators, but try
WWw.cenarios.pt

DOURO STEAM TRAIN

If the boat's too slow for you, why
not try a steam train instead?
Opened in the 1880s, the Douro
line still runs a passenger service
— now limited from Peso da

Satisfy your inner adventure
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Regua to Tua — along the most
beautlful stretch of the Douro.
WWW.Cp.pt

PORTO

It's a popular city break — and
Portolis a great place, but not for
riding. Enjoy the sights (the
Clerigos church, the Dom Luis |
bridge, the museums and the Foz
do Douro lighthouse) and the
fabulous food and drink.

http:/ / uk.visitportoandnorthiravel

QUINTA DO SEIXO

If you have time off the bike in the
Douro Valley, a port-tasting tour
s practically compulsory. Qptions
range from the short and
affordable to day-long €150+
junkets for connoisseurs, We'd
suggest starting with a Premium
or Classic tour of Sandeman's

Quinta do Seixo vineyards or the
cellars in Porto.
www.sandeman.com

TOMAR

A small town with blg
monuments: if the Convent of
Christ looks remarkably tough,
that's because it was built by the
Knights Templar as part of their
huge, fortified headquarters.
Mind-blowing.
www.conventocristo.gov.pt

VILA NOVA DE FOZ COA
Huge views of the terraced
vineyards are just the start of the
spectacle: prehistoricrock art Is
scattered through the valieys
that feed into the Douro. Start
with a vislt to the museum.
www.arte-coa.pt

OUR ROUTES

Northern Portugal

CHAVES WEST LOOP

Start/finish Chaves
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
This route from the guiet town
of Chaves is so good it could
ruin other roads for you forever,
Why can't all rides be on such
perfect surfaces, with such
brilliant bends, with so little
traffic? At the end of the ride
you'll be wishing all roads could
be as good as this.. The good
news is round here, they are!

CHAVES EAST LOOP
Start/finlsh Chaves
Distance 230 miles
Riding time 7 hours
This long day in the saddle
s packed with simply mind-
blowingly good roads. Long,
gently arcing ‘straights’ feedin
to sweepers that lead to tighter
turns — and the occasional
hairpin. With perfect surfaces
and low traffic, it's a fabulously
rewarding ride. NB: just in case
your sat nav startsto
misbehave, you need to stay on
the N-15 that runs parallel to the
motorway: don't get on the A4,

PORTO

CHAVES THIRD LOOP
Start/finish Chaves
Distance 140 miles
' Riding time 4.5 hours
So many good roads around
Chaves —it'd be criminal not to
ride the N-311when you're In
| theareasowehadtomakea
third route. This is a shorter loop,

| sothere may be time to vislt the

compact castle in Montalegre,

THE PORTUGUESE
STELVIO
Start/finish Covilna
Distance 150 miles
Riding thme 6.5 hours
This route has taken some
refining... but we're finally
convinced it's the definitive loop
of all the must-ride roads in the
Serra da Estrela mountains,
Including riding the N-330 — the
so-called ‘Portuguese Stelvio’
in both directions.

A LAP OF THE SERRA
DA ESTRELA
Start/finish Covilha
Distance 145 miles
Riding time 4.5 hours
| Alright, there were one or two

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk

Serta

roads we couldn't craminto the
‘Portuguese Stelvio' route. But
they're in this one instead,
which hugs the lower slopes of
the mountalns rather than
clambering over the top. It's
another blindingly good ride.

SERTA LONG LOOP
Start/finlsh Sert3
Distance 190 miles
Riding time & hours
Central Portugal is blessed with
three things that make it ideal
for biking: great weather;
spectacular hills riven by deep
garges; and madly twisty roads.
It really is a great route for
adventure bikes.

SERTA SHORT LOOP
Start/finish Serta
Distance 160 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
More crazlly twisty roads

| through the quiet hills around

the Zézere River. Though lower
in mileage than the other Serta
route, this version — using all
broad, smooth roads = Is more
or less the same length of ride,
as the roads are so twisty.
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Alentejo and Algarve

Discover huge castles, sandy beaches and the Chapel of Bones — and miles of great roads

HE SOUTH OF Portugal can get hot in summer... very hot, | crammed with fascinating sights, | LUZ
You will not need your thermals - but don't ape the locals and from the massive cathedraltoa Luz is an unspoiled, welcoming
ride in shorts and a vest. The southern coastal strip Is busy Roman temple. base for exploring inland and also
but inland Is a quiet riding paradise dotted with old towns, | Route 94 enjoying a beach break.
most boasting a castle or church worth visiting, all linked by smooth Hotel tip Evora Hotel, Route 98
and mostly traffic-free roads. There are some long, straight roads but evorahotel.pt Hotel tip Hotel Belavista da Luz,
many fiendishly twisty ones. Inriding terms, it's all hot.., , | www.belavistadaluz.com
' MERTOLA
Route 95 Elvas and Evora are quite well
ELVAS Hotel tip Hotel 530 Jodo de Deus, know but the fortified town of CABO DA ROCA
This fortified citadel with its www hotelsaojoaodeus.com Mertolais far quieter, Thisis a If you want land's end, this is it:
heroic agueduct could be our | Portugal the tourists haven't the western-most tip of the
favourite place to stay in Portugal. | EVORA discovered yet, European mainland. It's a
Evenin a country crammed with A magnet for history buffs, Routes 96 & 97 pleasant ride to the lighthouse, or
fascinating, friendly, historic Evora's famed for its Chapel of Hotel tip Hotel Belra Rio, use public transport from Sintra,
towns, Elvas Is a gem. | Bones, but the city centreis www.beirariopt www.sintraromantlca.net
b S T
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CASTLES

Plenty of impressive fortressesin
Portugal, Make time to visit huge
Marvao (route 95), pocket-sized
Monsaraz and Forte de Nossa
Senhora da Rocha outside Lagos,

LOULE

Just Inland from the Algarve
coast, Loule has a nice old town
and an amazing church, the
Chapel of S0 Lourenco.
www.cm-loule.pt

LISBON

We generally avoid big citles, but
Lisbon has many of Portugal's
finest sights — especially heading
west to Sintra, where you'll find
the Caste of the Moaors, the
Quinta da Regaleira, Monserrate
and Pena Palaces.

www.parquesdesintra.pt

The Armoreria Aqueduct at

MONCHIQUE

There are so many reasons to
visit Monchique — though the
ride to the top of the mountainis
the main one. But once you're at
the top, kick back with anlce
cream and enjoy the breath-
taking views,
www.monchigueuncovered.com

PONTA DA PIEDADE
Spectacular coastal scenery just
south of Lagos, Ride down, get
yourself an ice-cream and stroll
along the headland — or go into
Lagos and book a boat trip. Try
the Grotto trip from

www bluefleet.pt

VILA VICOSA

Halfway between Elvas and
Evora, this lovely townis home to
a tidy castle and the enormous
ducal palace, with its massive
courtyard and fabulous formal
gardens. A real must-see,

www . fcbraganca.pt

OUR ROUTES

Southern Portugal

EVORA EXCURSION
Start/finish Evora
Distance 200 miles
Riding ime 5.5 hours
This ride from the historic small
city of Evora heads north untilit
meets the River Targus,
hugging the southern bank
before returning to the start.

ELVAS (HAS LEFT
GREAT BUILDINGS)
Start/finish Elvas
Distance 205 miles
Riding time 6 hours
A fortifying ride, from the
massive defences of the Elvas
citadel with stops at the
Estremoz and Marvao castles
with the option of detouring to
Campo Malor and Forte de
Nossa Senhora de Graca.

MERTOLA MAJOR
Start/finish Mértola
Distance 195 miles
Riding time 5 hours
If you're looking for twisties,
you've come o the right place,.,
A pun that would be better
coming from Elvas (doht!) but
the fact is the roads around
Mertola are some of the most
relentlessly twisty we've ever
ridden. Awesome.

MERTOLA MINOR
Start/finish Mertola
Distance 110 miles
Riding time 3 hours
A half-day verslon of the main
route, running in the opposite
direction — which makes the
roads feel totally different (but

| noless twisty). ldeal if you

want alate start or an
afternoon off the hike,

ALGARVE & INLAND
Start/finish Luz
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 5 hours
The southern Algarve coast is
pleasant but busy. Head inland
and you find guiet, epic roads
— including the climb to the top
of Monchigue — before heading
to the golden beaches of the
western Atlantic shore,

SINES.. QUA NON
Start/finish Sines
Distance 205 miles
Riding time & hours
This route has a bit of
everything: smooth roads;
rough roads; long straights;
tight corners; rolling hills; sea
views... But it'd be nothing
without a great town to serve
as abase — and that's the
quaint fishing town of Sines.

MUST=RID
R@AD

Top of your list of touring essentials

N-124 530 Bartolomeu to Balurcas
What's better than aride in perfect weather? A ride on a perfect surface,
with perfect bends, with no traffic — for 60 miles, It's perfect!

Elvas. If you think that's
imm‘esﬂue ‘just-wait until
you see the town walls...

L3 /ATTL/ANX sPorT TOURING T3 T
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Portugal

THE DOURO VALLEY

Start/finish \Vila Real
Distance 135 miles
Riding time & hours
The Doure Valley is famed for its
Fort-growing vineyards, but it
shouild be famous for the
amazing roads that scrambie
through the steep, terraced hllls,
The riding's so good it's
intoxicating = it's a candidate for
the best day’s ride in this guide,

GERES

Start/finish Gerés
Distance 145 miles
Riding time 5 hours
There's a wild beauty to the
Gerés National Park — and to the
roads around it, This route loops
over the border into Spain before
the final, twisty descent along
the toll road through the park.

VISEU VIEWS
Start/finish \Viseu
Distance 200 miles
Riding time 7 hours
Viseu's a big city, but it's
surrounded by amazingly empty

3/ TTM,YADIIEMTERE}hI

hills, This full day's ride puts the
- corner count off the chart as it

| spirals its way through fragrant
forests, getting as far north as

the River Douro.

CASTELOBRANCO
Start/finish
Castelo Branco
Distance 170 miles
Riding time 5.5 hours
| Castelo Branco's a nice small city
| onthe edge of Portugal's rugged
hinterland. That lets this route
bulld up, with the roads getting
twistier as the day goes on, An
absolutely belting ride In an
amazing landscape.

WANT MOURA?
Start/finish Moura
Distance 195 miles
Riding time 5 hours
| Arewarding day of smoothriding,
| Ideal for a pillion couple looking
| for along but nat taxing day.
Crasses briefly Into Spain, before
iooping back through some of
| the quletest countryside you'll
| find in Port ugal,
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‘IT'S A GOOD

CANDIDATE FOR

The N-339 on the
shoulder of Torre,
Portugal’s highest peak

THEBEST RIDEIN
THIS GUIDFE’

Satisfy your inner adventure

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/
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Total.

touring

All of Spain and Portugal in ready-to-ride tours

PICOS DE EUROPA TOUR

6 DAYS 1005 MILES

OUT Flymouth/Santander (Sunday)
' BACK Santander/Portsmouth (Saturday evening)

Day 15antander to Potes,
100 mis/ 4 hrs

Day 2 Fanes to Luarca,
190 mis/6 hrs

Day 3 | uarca to Santiago
de Compostela.

210 mis/6 hrs

Day 4 Santiago de
Compostela to Ourense,
85 mis/3 hrs

Day 5 Ourense to Leon,
210 mls/6 hrs

Day 6 Leon to Santander,
200mils/6hrs

 SANTANDER

We had a six-day Plcos tour in the original
Guide to 5pain, This version has been
updated, with feedback from those who did
that first version (and some local tips). Day
Four is short, to allow some sightseeing in
Santiago de Compostela, but the final day is
afull one, for the Saturday evening sailing,

SPANISH & FRENCH PYRENEES TOUR

DAYS 1285 MILES

OUT FPlymouth/Santander (Sunday)
BACK Santander/Portsmouth (Monday)

Day 15antander to
Zarautz, 150 mis/4.5 hrs
Day 2 Zarautz to
Argelés-Gazost,

185 mis/5.5hrs

Day 3 Argelés-Gazost
to Foix, 170 mis/5 hrs

.SANTANDER

Day 4 Foix to

Carcassonne,

180 mis/5 hrs

Day 5 Carcassonne :

ﬁgéinsl:f: EU J:E':”' Thisis the latest, gently updated version of
Day 63 Seu d'Ur el our popular, pillon-friendly eight-day trip.
to Jaca, 205 mis/5.5 hrs The emphasls is on big views, rather than
Day 7 Jaca to Olaberria, big miles, though each day is still a solid ride.
180 mis/5hrs It takes in the French Pyrenees as well as
Day 8 Qlaberria to the Spanish — after all If you're there, why

Santander,135mis/4hrs  not see both sides of the mountalns?

BATTLANX sPorr rouring T 337

SPANISH PYRENEES TOUR

DAYS 1205 MILES

OUT Plymouth/Santander (Sunday)
| BACK Santander /Portsmouth (Saturday, evening)

Day 15antander to
Pamplona, 175 mis/4.5 hrs
Day 2 Pamplona to Vielha,
245mls/6.5hrs

Day 3 Vielha to Ripoll,
220mis/6.5hrs

Day 4 Ripoll to Ainsa,
225mis/6hrs

Day 5 Ainsa to Olaberria,
230mls/B6.5 hrs

Day 6 Olaberria to

Santan 1
tander, 210 MIS/7Ars  1pic cormer-heavy tour focuses on the

n
Spanish side of the mountains, with longer
gays in the saddle. The long final day ties
Into the Saturday evening sailing, but if you
want to ride a couple of daytrips, use the
shorter final day of the eight-day trip to
catch the Monday afternocon salling.

PYRENEES & PICOS HIGH-MILE TOUR

DAYS 1680 MILES

OUT Flymouth/Santander (Sunday)
BACK Santander /Portsmouth (Monday)

Day 1 Santander to Olite,
170 mils/4.5hrs

Day 2 Olite to Cellers

245 mls/6 hrs

Day 3 Cellers to Vielha,
250 mis/7 hrs

Day 4 Vielha to Pamplonza
230mis/B.5hrs

Day 5 Pamplona to Potes
240 mils/7 hrs

Day 6 Potes to Cangas de
Marcea, 210 mls/6.5 hrs
Day 7 Cangas de Narcea
to Ribadesella,

This really is the best of both worlds: eight
days, two mountain ranges, one mind-
blowing tour. A real mountain-lovers' trip,

215 mls/7 hrs ;

Day 8 Ribadesella to mileages are high — late starts andlong
Santander, lunches are not recommended. This tour
120 mis/3.5 hrs uses several Brittany Ferries partner hotels,

but adapt the stops if they don't suit.

Top of your list of touring essentials

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/
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SANTANDER

Day7 Covihato th'aws.am mis/6.5hrs
Day 8 Chaves to Astorga, 225 mis/6.5 hrs
Day 9 Astorga to Santander, 230 mis/6.5 hrs

A fantastic, extended, corner-heavy tour
through Portugal — with a rest day Included.
First printed in our Tour 2076 supplement, it's
become ane of the most popular routes we've
ever published. From the verdant mountains
of the Picos to the terraced slopes of the
Douro Valley, the surf-kissed beaches of the
Algarve and the summit of Torre in the Serra
daEstrela, it's mIlE aﬂ‘er mile of rewarding

'--11...-""-.-_1.'_-'_ ; "-' l!l.l || .«'&L .._,':-. '!.,‘;...- I?:'%-. e, 1

‘MILEAFTER =

MILEOF JUST |

ASTONISHING
RIDING’

ccighe T

The Serra da Estrela:
our tour hits all the
best roads through
Partugal's highest
mountains

DAYS 1355 MILES DAVS 1285 MILES.

OUT FPlymouth/Santander (Sunday) OUT Plymouth/Santander (Sunday)
BACK Santander/Portsmouth (Monday) BACK Santander/Portsmouth (Monday)

L}

Day 1 Santander Day 1Santander to

to Cangas de Onis, Burgos, 120mis/3.5hrs
105mis/ 3 hrs Day 2 Burgos to Segovia,
Day 2 Cangas de Onis 215mis/5.5 hrs

to Cangas de Narces, Day 3 Segoviato

165 mis/5.5 hrs Guadalupe,

Day 3 Cangas de Narcea to 215 mis/5.5hrs

Chaves, 205 mis/6 hrs Day 4 Guadalupe to
Day 4 Chaves to Covilha, Castelo Branco,

190 mis/6 hrs - 210 mls/6 hrs
Day 5 Covilha to Vila Real, Day 5 Castelo Branco to
175 mis/6 hrs Desperate to see the Douro Valley and the gg":?flgﬁfﬁdgiﬂ' This action-packed trip includes Portugal's

Day 6 VilaRealto Puebla  Serrz da Estrela, but don't want to miss out

de Sanabria, 180 mMIs/6NrS  5n the hest bits of the Picos? Thenthisis
Day 7 Puebla de Sanabria

Day 6 Ciuidad Rodrigo to Serra da Estrela mountains and Doura

Braganca, 190 mis/6 hrs Valley, plus plenty of passes in the Picos

b Bbis 160 rk /6 hs for your, all the best bits of Spain's north- Day 7 Braganca to Potes, de Europa and throws In a hear{:y dose of

Day 8 Pt;tes b Cartaatar coast mountains plus the highlights of the 210 mis/6 hrs historic central Spain as well, with stops in

135 mis/4 hre " riding in Northern Portugal - all packaged Day 8 Potes to Santander, Burgos, Segovia and Cludad Rodrigo, Eight
up in pillien-friendly days. 120mlis/4 hrs great days in a series of lovely landscapes.

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk TRIUMBH v/
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HISTORIC CITIES TOUR

2 DAYS 1280 MILES

| OUT Plymouth/Santander (Sunday)
' BACK Santander /Portsmouth (Monday)

Day 15antander to Burgos, Day 5 Toledo to Cuenca,
120mis/3.5hrs 185 mis/5 hrs

Day 2 Burgos to Segovia, Day 6 Cuenca to Morellz,
190 mis/4.5hrs 185 mis/5 hrs

Day 3 Segovia to Avila, Day 7 Morella to Estella,
85mils/25hrs 215mis/5hrs

Day 4 Avila to Toledo, Day 8 Estella to Santander,
145 mis/4.5hrs 145 mis/4 hrs

\deal for pillion couples, this laid-back tour of historic cities allows time
to explore each overnight destination — and features a short third day
to allow extra time in Segovia, Coca Castle and Avila. The riding is still
the star attraction though, with stunning views and brilllant bends
packed into very easily managed days.

SPANISH FOREST RELAXED 6-DAY TOUR

DAYS 1150 MILES

OUT Plymouth/Santander (Sunday)
BACK Santander /Portsmouth (Saturday, evening)

Day 15antander to Logrofio, Day 4 Segovia optional daytrip,
150mis/3.5 hrs 175 mis/5Shrs

Day 2 Logrofio to Segovia, Day 5 Segoviato Potes,

200 mls/4.5 hrs 220mis/5hrs

Day 3 Segovia forest daytrip, Day 6 Potes to Santander,
175mis/6 hrs 230 mis/7 hrs (for evening sailing)

This tour — first featured in the Tour 2018 supplement — is bullt around
visiting the historic gem of Segovia, with two daytrip loops radiating
from the city. Oneis all about the riding, heading out through beautiful
forests; the other heads out to other sightseelng locations — but can
easily be dropped for a day off the bike, exploring Segoviaitself. The
long final day s for an evening ferry, but is easlly shortened If necessary
to meet an alternative crossing.

EASTERN SPAIN AND PYRENEES 8-DAY HIGH-MILE TOUR

DAYS THAT MILES S

OUT Plymouth/Santander (Sunday)
BACK Santander/Portsmouth (Monday)

Day 1 Santander to Logrofio, Day 5 Requena to Reus,
150 mis/4.5hrs 270mls, /7 hrs

Day 2 Logrofio to Albarradin, Day 6 Reus to Sort,
270mis/ 7 hrs 230 mis/7 hrs

Day 3 Albarracin to Riopar, Day 7 Sort to Estells,

270 mls/ 7 hrs 270 mis/7 hrs

Day 4 Riopar to Requena, Day B Estella to Santander,
230 mis/B.5hrs 150mis/4 hrs

Areal‘rider's trip’ this one — plenty of miles each day on a succession of
astanishing roads. Sweeping through the sierras of central Spain and
across the plains, before heading back to Santander through the
fabulous Pyrenees, there's every kind of landscape — and corner —
imaginable. It's not a trip for the first-time tourist or pillion couples, but
It's ideal for solo riders who want the emphasis firmly on the riding.

TRIUMPBH v/ www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk
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EAST SPAIN EIGHT-DAY TOUR

DAYS 1675 MILES

OUT Plymouth/Santander (Sunday)
BACK Santander /Portsmouth (Monday)

Day 1 Santander to Logrofio, Day 5 Cartagena to Riopar,
150 mis/4 hrs 205mis/€ hrs

Day 2 Logorofio to Albarracin, Day 6 Riopar to Guadalajara,
250 mis/ & hrs 260mis/6hrs

Day 3 Albarracin to Xativa, Day 7 Guadalajara to Burgos,
190 mis/5.5hrs 230 mls/5.5 hrs

Day 4 Xativa to Cartagena, Day 8 Burgos to Santander,
200 mls/Bhrs 130 mis/3.5 hrs

From the green slopes of the
Plcos de Europa to anclent
Cartagena on the Mediterranean
coast — by way of historic walled
towns, empty slerras, dramatic
gorges, rolling sun-baked plains
and mile after mile of brilliant
roads, Thisis a tour that puts the
emphasis on riding satisfaction,
getting off the beaten track to
explore unspoiled, untouristy
parts of Spain, Each day delivers
a lot of spectacular riding on
twisty Tarmac but with flowing
roads and sensible distancesit's
a tour that will work for confident
pillions or bigger groups as well as
solo riders and small groups.

ANDALUSIA HIGH-MILE TOUR

DAYS 2325 MILES

OUT Plymouth-Santander (Sunday)
BACK Santander-Plymouth (Wednesday)

Day 15antander ta Burgos, Day 6 Granada to Ronda,
120mis/3.5hrs 225mis/B.5hrs

Day 2 Burgos to Cuenca, Day 7 Ronda to Aracena,

270 mis/6.5hrs 230mis/6.5 hrs

Day 3 Cuencato Baza, Day 8 Aracena to Oropesa,
280mls/6.5hrs 250 mls/B.5 hrs

Day 4 Baza to Roguetas de Mar, Day 9 Oropesato Soria,

230 mls/6.5 hrs 270mis/6.5hrs

Day 5 Roquetas de Mar to Granada, Day 10 Soria to Santander,

215 mils/6.5 hrs 235 mils/7 hrs (for evening salling)

Andalusia may be a long way from Santander but when the ride there is
this good, you know it makes sense, Especially as the riding when you
get there is even better... From Alto de Velefique and the Sierra Nevada
to the red waters of the Rio Tinto — not to mention all our favourite
roads In between — this is a tour that literally drips with wow-factor.

It's 2 long trip and daily mileages are on the high side, making it more
sultable for experienced tourists rather than first timers or pillion pairs.
Easily extended If you have a full two weeks — Just be aware that the
final day's route s along one to meet the Wednesday evening
departure: spread it over two days If staying on for a Sunday salling.

Satisfy your inner adventure

ANDALUSIA SEVEN-DAY FLY-RIDE TOUR

DAYS 1370 MILES

FLIGHT OUT Malaga (Saturday or early Sunday)
FLIGHT BACK M:laga (Saturday night or Sunday)

Day 1Malaga to Ronda, 225mis/Thrs

130 mis/3.5hrs Day 5 Granada to Carboneras,
Day 2 Ronda to Aracena, 225mis/ T hrs

240mils/7 hrs Day 6 Carboneras to Salobrefia,
Day 3 Aracena to Antequera, 220mis/6.5hrs

235mls/7 hrs Day 7 Salobrefia to Malaga,
Day 4 Antequera to Granada, G5 mis/3.5hrs

You don't have to ride to Andalusia: you could have your bike shipped
aut, or hire a bike when you get there, simply flying out and getting on
your bike, This seven-day tour uses all our favaurite Andalusian twists
of Tarmac, from mountain passes to the Mediterranean shore, for an
unforgettable trip to one of the world's best riding regions. With short
first and last days, It is possible to get an early flight out and alate flight
back on those days... but we'd recommend flying the day before and
after the trip, so there's no rushing to get or return the bike.

SANTANDER

|
HIGH-MILE
TOUR

www.bridgestone.co.uk/imotorcycle-tyres/ BA ] J MJYA‘D EN TmE 1 ’
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SPAIN AND PORTUGAL

TheGrandTour | .. |

OUT Plymouth-Santander (Sunday)
BACK Santander-Portsmouth (Monday)

Day 15antander to Pamplona, Day 11 Ronda to Mértola,

175 mis/45hrs 245 mis/6.5hrs

Day 2 Famplona to Vielha, Day 12 Mértola to Elvas,

240 mis/6.5 hrs 225mis/Bhrs

Day 3 Vielha to Igualada, Day 13 Elvas to Covilha,

210 mis/6 hrs 225mis/6.5hrs

Day 4 [zuzlada to Morella, Day 14 Covilha to Guadalupe,

220 mls/6.5 hrs 240 mls/8.5 hrs

Day 5 Morella to Cuenca, Day 15 Guadalupe to Ciudad

235mis/6.5hrs Rodrlgo, 235 mis/6.5 hrs

Day 6 Cuenca to Xativa, Day 16 Cludad Rodrigo to Chaves,

210 mls/6 hrs 225mls/6.5hrs

Day 7 Xativa to Riopar, Day 17 Chaves to Ponferrada,

230mis/6.5hrs 200 mis/5,5hrs

Day 8 Riopar to Carboneras, Day 18 Ponferrada to Potes,

225 mis/B.5 hrs 240 mis/6.5hrs

Day 9 Carboneras to Granada, Day 19 Fotes to Santander,

225mis/6hrs 125 mis/4 hrs o 'y s ]
Day10 Granada to Ronda, (Ronda — ) ‘ HIGH-¥
200 mis/6.5hrs p S - =1 TOUF
Want to see all the great riding Spain and Portugal have to offer — on the Rio Tinto — before heading to Portugal to take In the fortifications

one gigantic tour? This one’s for you, Booking ferries not ore but three at Elvas, the Serra da Estrela mountains and the Douro Valley.

weeks apart gives a colossal 19 days in which to explore — starting with Finally, the tour returns to Santander through the spectacular Picos

the Pyrenees and Catalonia, heading inland to histaric Cuenca on the de Europa mountains — after aimost 4000 s_h imemiles. It's alot of

way south. All the must-ride roads in Andalusia are here — from riding so eventhoughit's spre

read over three weeks the schedule still

Alto de Velefique and the Sierra Nevada to the famous 'Ronda road’ and allows for three rest days to be spaced out through the trip.

3 " “h i
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Mnntsenat it wuuld
- beahighlight... but
‘every day's this good A

BATTLAX sport rourive T 31 AN vt i

www.bridgestone.co.uk/motorcycle-tyres/
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ﬁll our MotnGP tﬂps aréfmu‘ days long. Take a Sunday Plymouth-Santander
- crossing to arrive on Thursday night for both days of practice and the race. Take a
% -ﬂmsday-Pn_rtgn?thBilbau. crossing to arrive Saturday evening for just the race.

greatt:ut rEhaxEﬁriding alhﬂ-le
way fc :thg Aragon clrcuit, All
thﬂ_mdsmpes —from

E!'IUEHEEEEFJ:&& with Enﬂugh
"’timé‘:tﬁ’ ﬂxﬁﬁm them when
wuan‘itré

ﬂﬂﬂ S’Ei‘iﬁndei“_:tn Potes,
120mis/4hrs

Bllbao to Potes,

165 mis/4.5 hrs

Day 2 Potes to Segovia,
235 mis/6 hrs

Day 3 Segovia to Cuenca,
220 mis/Bhrs

Day 4 Cuenca to Aragon,
210 mis/G hrs

y S i L
e A
i

T

Pick your hero and
watch the actlon In the
sun. This Is Valencia

i

-BﬂEirdles (Santander)

or 820 miles (Bilbao)

Atour of the Pyrenees with a

MotoGP race at the end of it

—what could be better? This

trip has everything that a
sports tourer could want

— witha great tour and
spectacular sport.. not to
mention a lot of corners per
mile and some seriousty
spectacular scenery.

Day 15antander to Estelia,
145 mls/ 4 hrs

Bilbao to Estella,
140mis/4.5hrs

Day 2 Estella to Sort,

250 mis/B.5 hrs

Day 3 Sort to Ripoll,

225 miles/6.5hrs

Day 4 Ripoll to Catalunya,
205 mis/65hrs

Total distance
895 miles (Santander)
or 945 miles {Bilbao)

It's a long run to southern

~ Spain for the first European
. GP of the year. Even with so

much ground to cover, it's
possible to stick to great
roads not dull motorway. Our
tripis a truly fantastic ride,
cutting through the Picos to

- Extremadura and south,

down into Andalusia,

Day 15zantander to Sahagun,
B0 mis/ 4 hrs

Bilbao to Sahagun,
200mis/4.5hrs

Day 2 Sahagun to Cludad

| Rodrigo, 240 mis/6.5hrs

Day 3 Ciudad Rodrigo to
Guadalupe, 225 mils/6.5hrs
Day 4 Guadalupe to Jerez dela
Frontera, 280 mis/68.5 hrs

Total distance
810 miles (Santander)
| or 800 miles (Bilbao)

End the MotoGP seasonin
style with this amazing trip
that combines great roads in
the Basgue mountains, the
Pyrenees, Catalonia and the
. hilly hinterland of Valendia
itself. Doesn't matter who
triumphs in the MotoGF race,
this is a winning way to finish
your riding year.

Day 1 Santander to Zarautz,
140 mis/4 hrs

Bilbao to Zarautz,

| 130mis/4.5hrs

| Day 2 Zarautz to Ainsa,

| 220mis/B hrs

Day 3 Ainsa fo Tortosa,
235mis/6.5hrs

Day 4 Tortosa to Valencia,
215mis/B.5hrs

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk
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How we did it

Months of planning, two intense weeks and 4000+ miles to
produce 60 pages... and hundreds of downloadable routes

HE WORK FOR this supplement

began almost as soon as the 2014

Guide to Spairt was published. Every

time we got a “vou should have
beento/ridden..” email, we noted it, As we
got closer to setting off to Spain and Portugal
to taxe the pictures for this guide, we sought
more assistance from experts torefine our
photoshoot route.. Then we ran out of time
and found ourselves on the ferry.

Rolling onto the quay in Santander, we were
hit by a shower that lasted for two hours. That
was all the rain we saw until the final day of
the trip, rolling back to Santander, For the next

15 days we averaged just over 290 miles a day
In temperatures generally between 23°C and
35°C, with about four hours a day spent
taking pictures ontop of the riding,

Back in the UK at the end of the trip, the real
work began: nine months of turning all the
notes irto the final routes. The research had
generated more than 85,000 miles of possible
roads to ride — whittled down gradually to the
43,000 miles actually used in the routes for
this guide. None of it would have been
possible without the help of the RIDE readers
and the generous professionals who shared
their knowledge with us. 2

The photographer The writer

The bike The bike

www.triumphmotoreycles.co.uk Current version Tiger 1200 XAT

Price £10.950 Engine 1050cc inline triple Power 124bhp Price £16,150 Engine 1215cc infine triple Power 13%bhp
Weight 238kg Fuel capacity 20 litres Kerb weight 242kg Fuel capacity 20 lres

"Fast, agila, comfortable - as happy carving up mountain
roads as devouring distance with the eruise control an, All the
parformance of a sports tourer with & more-forgiving riding
position. ldeal for this kind of trip,”

Favourite road "The N330a from Manzanareula to Sants
Cruz de Moya in Spain.” Route 45, Grand Tour, East Spain Tour

“Supremely capable everywhere from bumpy, gravelly minor
roads to immaculste hairpins and high-speed sweepers. The big
screen's effective, the riding position roomy and milles just fiy
past -and | mean fiy: it’s a big bike, but i's real-world fast.”
Favourite road “The N339 from Covia 10 Seia in Portugal”

e e

o~
',
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' Thanks to those who helped with mi.ites: Alpine TT [ﬁwh.niplne‘tt.:um}; BMW Mnl:ahl.re {mhnmmhdhmn]: Gtuhei:ilstefs {www.glnhebﬁsters.:um}; =
Motorrad Tours (www.motorrad-tours.com); The Spanish Biker (thespanishbiker.wordpress.com) and to Rogerio Carmo: Warren Edwards; Tony Lang;
Richard Mash; David Perez; Peter Richardson: Joan Santos Sanchez: Paul Watson and all the RIDE readers who suggested roads to ride or places to visit.

www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk
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For an?one who loves the
freedom of the open road

LE - .
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securely

With the widest choice of routes from Portsmouth, Plymouth and Poole, we've made it easy to _
get deep into France and Spain, explore the stunning landscapes and enjoy the open road. 4

And we know how much care you take of your bike, and you can trust us to do the same when you're
on board. We provide motorcycle straps on all of our ships and the crew will tie your bike down

OPEN

SOON
FOR 2019!

while you are present. Knowing your bike is safe and secure, you can relax and enjoy excellent
accommodation and facilities, including a choice of restaurants and even a cinema.

Find out more at brittanyferries.com/biketouring s

2 ~ [ ]
or call 0330 159 6716 Brittany Ferries
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ADVENTURE.

THE NEW TIGER 1200 FAMILY IS HERE
AND IT’S BETTER IN ABSOLUTELY EVERY WAY.

Swadable in two flavours - "XC' and 'XR' - the new Tiger 1200 range is significantly lighter by up to Tkaq,
@ne Doasts over 100 improvements for better handling and low speed manoeuvrability. With a major
#mgee update for a more immediate power delivery, Triumph Shift-Assist, up to six riding modes lincluding
OF-%aad Pro on the XC) and enhanced rider ergonomics, the new XC is built to be much more capable
o¥-smad and on. Add to that Adaptive Cornering Lighting, full-colour TFT instruments, all-LED lighting.
Summeaned switchgear and keyless ignition, and you have the most comprehensive specification ever,

e Tiger 1200 XC and Tiger 1200 XR are quite simply born for adventure.

% ek your test ride see your local dealer or visit: triumphmotorcycles.co.uk j I

m DISCOVER HOW AFFORDABLE YOUR NEXT TRIUMPH COULD BE.

St to LIE. ressdlents aged 18 - Onby availabla theowgh Triumph TrStar, o trading styla of BIack Horse Ltd, St Wilam House. Tresdlan Terracs | andiff CFil 58k FUR THE R I DE




